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EVERYTHING FROM PENNSYLVANIA CRUDE 


Gasolines, Illuminating Oils, Steam Refined Stocks, | 
Neutral Oils, Black Oils, Miners’ Wax, Refined 
Paraffine Wax, Etc., Etc.’ 


| PALE VISCOUS NEUTRAL OILS 


| NO CARBON, MOST SATISFACTORY (without Compound) FOR 


GAS ENGINE AND AUTOMOBILE OILS 
Sunbleached Neutral Oils Refined Paraffine Wax 


For Miners’ Oils and Wool Stock . For Dairy, Packers’ and Coopers’ Use 


We carry in stock a full supply of the ““‘DEFIANCE EXTRA” Steel Barrels, the most satisfactory 
55-gallon steel package on the market, and will fill them with any of our products 
at our tank car prices with the 


Steel Barrels Billed at $4.00 Black and $4.75 Galvanized | 


WAVERLY OIL WORKS CO. pirrsaunca.t, | 
THE “DEFIANCE” STEEL BARRELS 


PLAIN STEEL--GALVANIZED 7 
THE ONLY STEEL BARRELS WHICH ARE WELDED THROUGHOUT 


HEADS--SIDE-SEAM -- BUNGS 
THE DEFIANCE “EXTRA” THE DEFIANCE “SPECIAL” 
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55 GALLON—16 GAUGE STEEL— WEIGHT 73 TO 77 LBS. 55 GALLON—16 GAUGE STEEL—WEIGHT 87 TO 91 LBS. 


The Lowest-Priced 16-Gauge Steel Barrel on the Market Undoubtedly the Most Powerful and the Most Perfectly 
and, Except our “Special,” the Strongest. Constructed Barrel Ever Designed. 


If You Are Interested Write for Prices and Particulars of Our New 110 Gal. Drum 


THE AMERICAN STEEL PACKAGE C0.,. 2oeStncccmonctriene vont 
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UNION PETROLEUM COMPANY | | 


ANNOUNCES THE COMPLETION OF THEIR NEW PLANT 
for Manufacturing 5 Gallon Export Cans and Cases at Philadelphia 


aM | J | 











and Solicit Orders for i 
ILLUMINATING AND LUBRICATING OILS IN CASES | 
FOR EXPORT, IN FULL CARGO OR | ok 
PART CARGO LOTS EE. 
ADDRESS 


Cable Address: 


LUCID PHILADELPHIA Union Petroleum Company 


Western Union: 


LIEBERS and ABC CODES PHILADELPHIA, U.S. A. 


| The Oil Trade Reads This Paper | | 


AND WILL READ YOUR AD, MR. ADVERTISER, IF YOU PUT IT IN . 


Trade paper advertising is the most direct to the largest number of live buyers. 


The oil men are live buyers, spending some $160,000,000 a year, and THE NATIONAL PETRO- | I 
LEUM NEWS is a live wire to them. 


You can tell what space you want and the cost of it from the following table: | 
































For | in., 3 column streamer across page, | yr. . .$ 45.00 


4“ 2 “ 3 66 “ “ 6 | “6 ays 90.00 

“ 3 “ 3 “ “ sé “ | é oS ole ] 35.00 

“ 1 column down side of inside page, 1“ ... 165.00 

“24 inch by 2 column space for | year...... 75.00 

“4 inches by 2 column space for | year.... 120.00 

“ 1 inch by 2 column or 2 inches by | column. 30.00 . 
— eee 222.50 | 

“ 1 whole page inside for | year.......... 445.00 


“ the whole inside page of front cover, | year.. 600.00 
or any part thereof rl ess time or space per inch 2.00 


A 10 per cent discount for half page or more on a year's contract is allowed and has been deducted in the 
above list for such space. 


ee ee ee ee ee a ee wr pret w — <3 


And remember, this paper is READ by the oil men. V/ 
THE NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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GANG’S FIGHT FOR DUTY 
MAY DEFEAT OIL CAUSE 





Independent Congressmen At Once Suspect Standard Oil and 
Discover “Sleeper” That Would Kill Protection 





With the spectacular appeal of “Uncle Joe” 
Cannon from the floor of the house, March 30, 
for the countervailing duty on oil, appears to 
have come out the “nub” of the whole or- 
ganized clamor for that kind of a duty, in- 
stead of a specific duty that would actually 
protect the oil man of this country. 

“Uncle Joe’s” sudden and emphatic interest 








INDEPENDENTS MUST FIGHT 
IF THEY WANT PROTECTION 





“If the independent oil men really 
want the countervailing duty they 
will have to make a demonstration,” 
because of the anti-Standard spirit 
aroused in the house by Speaker 
Cannon’s and others’ actions. 


—W. S, Couch, Washington correspon- 
dent Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
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in the welfare of the “poor” producer and in- 
dependent refiner, promptly aroused the sus- 
picion, in the minds of the more independent 
thinking congressmen, that there was a “nigger 


OIL CONGRESS HERE 


International Body To Be Invited To 
Tour This Country 








An international petroleum congress will 
probably be held in this country in 1910 to ar- 
range the standardization of oil tests. 

The National Petroleum Association, at its 
semi-annual meeting at Cambridge Springs, 
Pa., March 17 and 18, formally endorsed the 
plan and urged its officers to use all endeavors 
to get the congress. 

Secretary Chamberlin, of the Association, 
has been in communication with Senators Bur- 
ton and Dick from Ohio. They saw President 
Roosevelt before he went out of office, but 
Roosevelt said that because of his leaving, he 
would not do anything. The two Senators are 
now preparing to take it up with President 
Taft for his endorsement. Senator Burton dis- 
cussed it with Secretary of State Knox, who 
said that because of the $10,000 expenditure 
involved, he did not feel free to make that ap- 
Propriation out of his office fund and that it, 


in the woodpile” somewhere. They searched 
and believe they have discovered it in the 
“drawback” clause of the present Payne tariff 
bill. 

This clause, instead of saying that a 99 per 
cent drawback is allowed the manufacturer of 
imported raw material when he exports the 
“identical articles’ thus imported, shall have 
the drawback—as the present tariff law does— 
provides that he shall get his drawback when 
these same articles are exported OR AN 
EQUAL AMOUNT OF AMERICAN MA- 
TERIAL IS EXPORTED. 


LETS IN MEXICAN CRUDE. 
In other words The Standard Oil Co. could 
import the Mexican crude, pay the full duty 


(Continued on Page 6, Column 1.) 


SEEK GENERAL LAW 


N. P. A. Appeals To National Civic 
Federation Big Meeting 











Recommendation of uniform oil inspection laws 
for this country will be sought of the “uniform 
law” conference to be held in June at New York 
under the auspices of the National Civic Federa- 
tion. 

Secretary Chamberlin, of the National Petrv- 
leum Association, has written all the governors, 
who are to appoint delegates to the conference 
from their states, asking them to keep the oil 
laws in mind in their selection and instruction of 
these delegates. Before the delegates leave for 
the conference, Secretary Chamberlin will have 
sent them an extensive brief on oil inspection, 
that will show the present complex, unjust and 
unfair oil inspection laws, will point out the great 
saving to the people through fair laws, and also 
include a draft of such a law. 


INTERESTS OHIO GOVERNOR. 


“IT took the matter up when I learned, some 
ten days ago, that the Civic Federation’s executive 
committee had called such a conference,” said Mr. 
Chamberlin. “It appealed to me as being an ex- 
cellent opportunity to get consideration of ‘uni- 
form oil inspection. I at once wrote the Gov- 
ernors, and also addressed Myron T. Herrick, 
who is a member of the executive committee. I 
asked Mr. Herrick that oil inspection be sched- 
uled among the subjects for discussion. I have 
already heard from Governor Harmon, of Ohio, 
who said that he was much interested in the sub- 
ject and would take it up.” ; 

With the backing of this conference behind a 
uniform law, oil men feel that a good part of 
the battle would be won. Most of the present 
laws work extreme hardship on the oil man, and 
load a burden of useless expense onto both him 





therefore, was a matter for Congressional leg- | 


islation. 
PLAN BIG ITINERARY. 


necessary legislation will be asked of Congress. 
The $10,000 wanted is to defray the expenses 
of the visiting experts of the congress. - 


If President Taft favors the project, the | 


The | c 
Congress will be in session on an itinerary | Chamberlin, admitted the inadvisability of the 





Continued on Page 7, Column 1.) 








and the public, and many states’ laws, by their 
| operation, really force an inferior grade of oil 
on their people. Most inspection laws are merely 
/to keep up political machines. ’ 
| Recently Governor Hadley, of Missouri, asked 
| Mr. Chamberlin to draft an oil inspection bill for 


AGREE ON WEIGHT 


Oil Men And Railroads Fix 6.6 Pounds 
As New Estimate 








Estimated weight of 6.6 pounds per gallon, 


instead of 6.4 pounds as at present, for petro- 


leum and some of its products, was agreed 
upon as a shipping basis by oil men and rail- 
roads at Pittsburg, March 25. 

Although this is an advance of .2 of a pound 
in the weight and means increased freight bills, 
the oil men were able to have the roads in- 


clude axle grease at actual weight at the pe- 
troleum rate of 90 per cent of fifth class, ob- 
tained one standard tank car gauge book and 
other concessions. 
The agreement was reached by special com- 
mittees representing the oil men and the Of- 
ficial Classification Committee, but the pri- 
mary bodies are expected to ratify the agree- 
ment without change. 

EFFECTIVE NEXT JANUARY. 
The new estimated weight will not go into 
effect until January 1, 1910, which gives the 
oil men time to arrange their contracts. 

For a long time it looked as if the oil men 
and roads would stay deadlocked. The con- 
ferences have been going on for nearly two 
years. Last fall, after an all day’s session, the 
oil men offered, tentatively, to agree to 6.5 
pounds and the roads came down from their 
first proposition of 6.8 to 6.6 pounds. At the 
last meeting after much discussion Secre- 
tary C. D. Chamberlin, of the National Pe- 
troleum Association, representing the inde- 
pendent oil men, announced that the oil men 
would accept the 6.6 weight if the roads would 
grant the other points asked by the former, in- 
cluding axle grease. Hudson Fitch, chairman 
Fae committee, said that would be agree- 
able. 

There were present at the meeting James P. 
Orr, of the Pennsylvania Lines, H. C. Adams, 
of the Erie, Hudson Fitch, of the Ohio Central 
Lines, and W. H. Fehsenfeld, of the Red “C” 
Oil Company, Baltimore, Md.; A. C. Wood- 
man treasurer Union Petroleum Company, 
Philadelphia, Pa., and Secretary Chamberlin, 
of the Association, for the independent oil 
men, and D. T. Hurd for the Standard Oil 
Company; F. W. Boltz, traffic manager of the 
National Petroleum Association, V. B. Ward, 
vice president of the Island Petroleum Com- 
pany, Pittsburg, and Louis Carruth, secretary 
of the Canfield Oil Company, Cleveland, also 
were present. 

MEMORANDA OF CHANGES. 

The conference committee agreed to the fol- 
lowing changes: 

To eliminate from the present petroleum 
list in the official classification the following 
articles: 

Cycle Oil, 

Hard Oil (Miners’ Sunshine), 

Miner Oil, 

Mineral Seal Oil, 

Sewing Machine Oil, 

Twine Oil, 

Household Lubricants, 

Benzole, 

Curriers’ Grease, 

Petroleum Pitch, 

Petroleum Tar. 
To add to the present list the following: 
Neutral Oil, at estimated weight of pe- 





|his state, along the lines of the pure food bills. 
overnor Hadley, after a conference with Mr. 


present laws. 


. 


troleum and its products. . 
Petroleum Grease at actual weight. 





(Continued on Page 4, Column 1.) - 
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OIL WAR IN TEXAS 
Gates’ Company Cuts Price On Refined 
2 Cents Per Gallon 








The Texas Company has opened an oil war 
in Texas by cutting the price of refined oil 2 
cents a gallon. This cut was immediately met 
by the Gulf Refining Company and the Waters 
Pierce Oil Company. 

The cut is the second sign of what appears will 
be a big raid by the Texas Company on the 
markets of the country generally. Many rumors 
have come out of Texas recently of an alliance 
between the Texas Company, arranged by John 
W. Gates, of “bet-a-millien” fame, and the Pear- 
sons Of Mexico, by which the two would work 
together in getting into the Standard markets 
in the United States, and the markets of the 
world. 

Also there is a report from Bayonne, N. J., 
that Gates has purchased a large tract of land 
on Bergen Point, near that city, where he will 
build big storage tanks for the eastern market, 
and one of the largest refineries in the world 
that will handle crude shipped by water. This 
report caused the Standard officials, it is said, to 
hasten the completion of their large refinery at 
Linden, N. J. 





Agree On Oil Weight 


(Continued from Page 3, Column 3.) 
Paraffine Wax at actual weight. 


Miners’ Wax at actual weight—and in place | 


of Petrolatum N. O. S. that the following list 
of articles be carried at the ratings now pro 
vided for in the official classification: 

Petroleum Gelatine or jelly, 

Cosmoline, 

Densoline, 

Malena, 

Vaseline, 

Litholine, 

Petrolina. 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS 


ficial classification be changed to read: 
Refined Oil (INuminating and burning). 


INCLUDE AXLE GREASE. 


That the estimated weight of petroleum and 
its products be changed from 6.4 pounds to 
6.6 pounds. That axle grease, by a note pro- 
vision to the classification, shall take petroleum 
|rates at actual weight, when shipped in car 
loads, straight or mixed with other products of 
|petroleum. This enables refiners who manu- 
facture axle grease the advantage of the 90 
|per cent of fifth class rate applying on pe- 
| troleum and its products in carloads, without 
| disturbing the present less than carload rates. 
| These changes to become effective January 
}1, 1910, 
| The tank car gauge books now published 
| will be superseded by one gauge book, figured 


jupon the basis of the proposed constructive | 


| weight of 6.6 instead of 6.4 pounds per gallon. 
| The estimated weight of petroleum and its 
| products in barrels will be 410 pounds, in half 
| barrels 240 pounds with no change in the esti- 
mated weight of 10 and 5 gallon cans. Ship- 
ments in iron or steel barrels or drums will 
be had at actual weight. 

The oil men refused to consider what the 
roads should do with tanner’s oil, the manu- 
facturers of which started the agitation against 
the 6.4 estimate as being discriminatory against 
their products which went at actual weight. 
, The oil men told the railroads that tanner’s 
}oil should be taken up with its makers. 





REFINER PAID 9 CENTS FOR 
BLANKS, SAYS PHIPPS 


Oil Inspector Phipps of Ohio has presented 
charges to the state’s attorney that an oil com- 
pany outside of the state, had purchased 1,000 in- 
spection blanks, signed in blank by the inspector, 
|at 9 cents a piece and put them on oil packages 
weer into Ohio without the formality of an 


| 
That the term “refined oil” as used in the of- 
| 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


PLAN 2,000 WELLS 


West Virginia Operators Will Try To 
Develop Whole State 








The Standard Oil Company, through its vari- 
ous subsidiary producing companies, and other 
producers, will put down some 2,000 wells this 
summer in the West Virginia fields, according to 

late reports from there. 
, This vigorous campaign will be pursued in the 
belief, it is said, that West Virginia is capable 
of retrenching much of the joss in production 
| in the eastern fields, a loss which has been felt 
| particularly in the last few years since the de- 
mand for the high grade products has become so 
great. 

There has been much activity of operators in 
West Virginia for some time with some very 
good results, but it is believed that a systematic 
campaign will bring much larger developments. 
Just what territory will be included in this cam- 
paign the dispatches do not say, but it will prob- 
ably be in prospective extensions from the pres- 
cnt known production. 








inspection by the state inspector or his agent. 
Ordinarily this inspection would cost the oil man 
50 cents per blank. Phipps says the oil thus 
shipped has been found to be up to the state re- 
quirements. The oil company, he says; frankly 
admits that it bought the blanks and said it didn’t 
sce that there was any wrong in it as it kept its 
oil up to the required standard. The attorney 
| general is now puzzling as to how to proceed for 
ihe is unable to find any conspiracy to defraud 


| the state in the transaction. 


| The sale of blanks is said by Phipps to have 
been made by an inspector when W. L. Finley 
was state oil inspector. Phipps is a Republican 
who has been active with the state organization 
leaders, while Finley has been state Democratic 
chairman. 








INDIAN REFINING COMPANY INC. 


Independent from the ground up. 


Jobbers’ interest our interest 


High Grade PETROLEUM Products 


Produced from High Grade third sand paraffine base Illinois Crude 


BURNING OILS 


‘Maximum Candle Power 
No Odor. No Soot 


LUBRICATING OILS 


Highest Viscosity and Fire Test 
Greatest Wearing Qualities 


Special Test NAPHTHAS for Special Purposes 


Fuel Oil 


se 


Gloss Oil Naphtha 


General Offices, First Nat’l Bank Bldg. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Gas Oil 


Lawrenceville, Ills, 
Georgetown, Ky. 
East St. Louis, Ills. 


Refineries: 
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TO THE 


ROSE BUILDING 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 








Name _ BIG OO ae 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS 


TEAR THIS OUT 


ATTACH ONE DOLLAR.------FILL OUT BLANK 


Send Both To THE NEWS for One Year’s Subscription to the 
BEST Oil Paper Published for Independent Oil Men. 











Send me The NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS, the Independent Oil Paper, and 


enclosed is $1.00 for One Year’s Subscription. 


Address____ 


Date 








READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 


OF 


THIS PAPER AND READ THE PAPER 


That THe NatioNAL PetroLEUM NeEws not! 


only is needed but is gladly welcomed to a life | 
with the independent oil men, is shown by | 
the responses to the first issue, responses not | 
only of encouragement but of more material | 
nature also. 


Refiners and jobbers particularly recognize 


and emphasize the value this paper can be to| 
them. Many have voluntarily gone to the 
length of personally soliciting ads and sub- 
scriptions. Men in the production end of the 
business have commended it and gone out to 
work for its success. 

_ The crux of the paper’s policy and intent 
is stated and commended in a letter from Wm. 
A. Evans, of the Evans Oil Works, Cincinnati, 
O., in which he says: 


“You may enter our subscription for 
The National Petroleum News by all 
means. We are deeply interested in your 
publication and believe it will be the means 
of drawing the independent oil men into 
closer relations, which is vital and neces- 
sary. With the best wishes for your suc- 
cess, we are,” etc, 

To show what the oil world thinks of the 
paper a few more of the good things about it 
are published: 


“We have read with much interest the 
first number of The National Petroleum 
News, and are very well pleased with its 
make up. If you will send us a few extra 
copies of next month’s issue, with a few 
subscription blanks, we will be pleased to 
see that the copies are placed in the hands 
of representative oil men, with a view of 
increasing your subscriptions.”—E. ‘ 
Lyons, Secretary Wellsville Refining Co., 
Wellsville, N. Y. 


| 
} 
| 





L. A. Pitzman, manager of the Noble Re-| 


fining Co., Cleveland, O., writes: 

“The News, we are sure, will be of much 
benefit to us, especially if all copies are as 
full of good things as the one just received. 
The writer will not miss an opportunity 
to speak a good word for your paper.” 
What the man who sells to the producer | 


\thinks of it is shown by what Patrick Yorke, | 


manager of the Yorke Derrick Co., Washing- 
ton, Pa., says: 

“There is no question in our mind but 
that The National Petroleum News is the 
right magazine in the right place, being 
the only thing of its kind in that broad 
oil section.” 

Writes H. H. Willock, manager of the Wa- 
verly Oil Works Co., Pittsburg. 

“We certainly congratulate you on your 
first issue and hope that you will make 
good with this new publication, and this 


month’s paper certainly looks quite 
newsy.” 
In his monthly trade letter to the oil world | 


he calls attention to the paper as follows: 


“Have you sent in your subscription for 
the new independent monthly paper, The 
National Petroleum News. If not, it will 
be worth your while to do so immediately, 
as it will keep you fully informed regard- 





ing matters of great interest to the trade.” | 


Hon. Thomas L. Hisgen, of Hisgen Broth- | 
ers, Springfield, Mass., immediately made use | 
of articles in THe News in his campaign for 
the enactment of the anti-discrimination law 
by the legislature of Massachusetts and also 
sent copies of the paper to all the legislators. 
He writes: 





‘News would express its sincere appreciation 
rand thanks, saree es ia 





“I was glad to receive a copy of The 
National Petroleum News, and have taken 
advantage of some of the excellent articles 
contained therein.” 

C. D. Chamberlin, secretary of the National 
Petroleum Association, wrote: 

“The paper carried the news of the oil 
business without deceit or_bias; it appealed 
to all oil men, whether producing, refining 
or selling the oil. It has been enthu- 
siastically welcomed in all fields. I have 
heard nothing but praise for it. The west- 
ern refiners and producers literally robbed 
me of the copies I had with me on a recent 
visit to St. Louis, and declared it the best 
thing the independents have had in years.” 
One of those western refiners, John M., 

Cameron, secretary and treasurer of the Great 
Western Oil Refining Co., at Erie, Kans., 
writes: 

“We have received and read with pleas- 
ure and profit the first issue of your pub- 
lication and enclose herewith our check 
for a year’s subscription.” ; 
C. B. Matthews, manager Buffalo Refining 


'Co., Buffalo, N. Y., says: 


“We are highly pleased with the make- 
up of the paper and believe it will be of 
great service to the independent interests.” 

“We are very much interested in looking 
over your publication,” says Kilbourne & 
Jacobs Mfg. Co., Columbus, O. 

E. S. Culver, secretary of the Ralston Steel 
Car Co., Columbus, O., writes: 

“Am very much interested in it and 
think it is one of the best propositions in 
the market for selling to the world of pe- 
troleum,” 

For all of the above encouragement THE 
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Old High Tariffs Still Protect Foreign 


Cleveland, Ohio, 





Fields That Now Threaten Markets Here 


Statistics on production, export and imports 
of this and other countries that are of inter- 
est in the present tariff agitation are given 
herewith, 


The government statistics on world produc- 
tion, for 1907, are: 





This is more than twice the amount exported 
from this country to Mexico in 1903. 
CANADIAN IMPORTS LARGE. 
Canada imported from this country in 1907 


crude petroleum to the amount of 22,571,811 
gallons. This went in duty free while on re- 








Pet. Of | fined oil a duty of 2.083 cents a gallon was 
sarrels. Total.| charged on the following amounts: 
anited, States,.i..orprece 166,095,335 63.12 | Gallons. 
ents ES OS Pe eo on teeter 4,770,891 
Sumatra, Java and Borneo. 8,738,302 3.36 | Illuminating .............eeeeeeeees 10,088,253 
Galicia ...--++.+seeereeees 8,360,441 3.360 | Lubricating ...........eceeeeeseeess 4,344,831 
ne eee ee ee een ae 8,118,207 3.22 | RUNES, 6 wp augue pais ous ee 1,323,710 
BE. GiLes cdeveddcesneses 4,344,162 1.65 
Japan... eee eeeeeeeeeeee 2,010,639 76; Total (less residuum) ............ 19,203,975 
NE Shin. ois is bivis es ob 1,000,000 38 
Canada .......+-++-.++00: 788,872 30| Total in barrels (refined oil)........ 457,237 
Germany .........-.++.++. 756,631 EE tens ccnksaradenass <acnecaviexs 537,424 
Et. o's. chews se 65,476 02 6. 
Italy... se severe eee eeeees 53,500 02| Total to Canada ............0006: 994,661 
Other production ......... 30,000 01 | Residuum akan h Gusete oe be Gua delbeweu 1,323,710 
Total .............+-.+.-262,212,299  100.00| Grand total of all oil exports to 


The exports of oils from the United States | 


into Mexico in 1907 were: 
Quantity in gals. 





NN Pee 19,992,434 
eee 133,147 22,069 
Illuminating ........... 2,495,070 252,020 
CE 1,255,991 236,074 
METELE Lisi kta esc» ae 23,876,642 $1,547,389 


Gang Fights For Duty 
(Continued from Page 3, Column 2.) 


on it, refine it and sell it here, and get back 
99 cents on every dollar of the import duty 
paid, so long as it exported an “equal amount 
of American product.” As the imports of oil 
in this country now amount to about one- 
thousandtli of the country’s oil exports, the 
Standard would have enough leeway to sell 
almost the entire Mexican production here and 
pay but a one per cent duty on it. And it 
could do this without changing its present ex- 
port- business a particle. And at the same time 
it would have good excuse for forcing the 
price of trade down. 


This discovery and the loud cries of Con- 
gressman Kusterman of Wisconsin and _ his 
associates in the movement for “free oil,” 
promises to raise such a storm that the inde- 
pendent oil man’s interest will be lost sight 
of altogether. Because of Standard Ojil, 
through its various publications and agents, 
making such an organized effort for the coun- 
tervailing duty, together with their illogical 
arguments for it, many congressmen have been 
frightened away from support of the clause 
through fear that they will be branded as 
“Standard Oil men” along with Senators 
Bailey, McLaurin and Foraker and Governor 
Haskell and Representative Sibley. These men 
are now reported to be in an excellent frame 
of mind to support Kusterman’s campaign for 
“free” oil as being the best means of getting 
in a body blow on the Standard, in _ that, 
Kusterman says, “free” oil would knock some 
$12,000,000 to $13,000,000 a year off the Stand- 
ard dividends. 


PAYS POLITICAL DEBTS, IS CHARGE. 


The impassioned arguments of Speaker Can- 
non and Congressman Vreeland from New 
York, that the Standard really favors “free” 
oil as making crude cheaper, only gave the 
others more ammunition. Cannon frankly said 


that he had ordered the countervailing duty 
clause into the Payne bill the last minute. 
Other clauses that Cannon had inserted in 
the same bill, have been interpreted as in 
payment of various political debts. 


Senator 


Value. | ‘ 
$1,037,226 | try whose oil supply is most feared, shown. 


ee ee ee 2,318,371 


There is no export to Russia, the other coun- 


_can oil and similar duties are thus imposed on 
|their own oil into this country—are, with the 
‘amounts of the duties expressed in cents per 
| gallon: 





lB. F. Shively, new Democratic senator from 
Indiana, is credited with originating the idea 
that old debts are being paid to the Standard 
with this clause. 


A congressman, who, seemingly, represents 
his oil constituents rather thafi any particular 
aggregation of oil capital, is Congressman 
Smith, of California. In-an opening skirmish 
on the oil tariff several days ago, Smith spoke 
in favor of the countervailing duty but he 
said, he personally preferred a specific duty as 
being about the only and the best protection 
to the oil men. 


“A specific duty would satisfy the people of 
California probably beter than this counter- 
vailing duty, and it would be more logical,” 
said Mr. Smith to the house. “It seems quite 
plain to me that if we pass this and adjourn 
there is great probability that Mexico may 
call a congress together and repeal her duty. 


FEARS MEXICO’S ACTION. 


“She no longer has any necessity for the 
duty, having discovered her own supply of oil, 
and it is no longer a revenue producer for her, 
and therefore, she would be content to wipe it 
out that she might be permitted to get into 
our markets.” 

Producers have been worked into a furore 
by the organized clamor for the countervailing 
duty. And this clamor was very evidently 
carefully managed for it started and got its 
growth in Standard Oil publications and pub- 
lications that have always played the Stand- 
ard’s game and used its “boiler plate” and press 
agent stuff. Russia was raised as the big peril 
until some one figured out freight rates. Then 
Canada was “played up” for its big produc- 
|tion that no one ever heard of nor could find 
\evidence of. Then the Mexican fields were 
exploited. 





Galicia and Roumanian fields can compete 
with American oil and are doing so now, in 
a measure, with the more costly products, such 


product. 








The countries that impose a duty on Ameri- | 


Reports from unbiased oil men show that | 


Crude. Refined, 
Austria (Galicia) ..... 4.967 cts. 14.36 cts, 
peepee 1.14 cts. 2.84 cts. 
India (Burma) ........ 1.66 cts. 1.66 cts. 
Ritsial.i* .b.2...8..8.4 2.81 cts. 16.895 cts. 
MEXICO: 054 4 oF ee ee 4.36 cts. 13.27 cts. 
Re rn ae free 2.083 cts. 
Java (Dutch Indies)...5.19 cts. .37 cts. 
Japan, 20 per cent ad valorem plus 
20 per cent for sundries.......... 4.785 cts. 


U. S. IMPORTS SMALL. 


The total of all imports of crude oil into this 
country in 1907 amounted to 1,392,555 gallons, 
valued at $91,547, and of refined to 3,556,250 
gallons, valued at $194,705. There were also 
imported 1,451,231 pounds of mineral wax 
(ozokerite), valued at $149,507. This against 
a total exported of 1,294,659,979 gallons, valued 
at $91,383,064, 





| 





Because of the prosecutions and attachment 


suits against it and its subsidiary companies, 
the Standard Oil Co. has boycotted Texas with 
,all its movable property. None of its cars or 
vessels are allowed to go into the state nor 
/touch at any of its ports. 


Oil interests have appealed to the attorney 
general to remedy this condition, claiming they 
need the outlet furnished by the Standard. In 
their plea they admit that the Standard con- 
| trols the market and dictates the price. 


time by those countries, so that the counter- 
vailing duty offers no protection to the Ameri- 
can oil man. 


5S. O. HELPS CANNON 


Champ Clark Declares The “Interests” 
Backed The Speaker 











That the Standard Oil Company, through its 
legislative agents, supported “Uncle Joe” Can- 
non in his ascent to the speakership for the 
fourth time, at the opening of the present Con- 
gressional session, was charged by Champ 
Clark, Democratic and insurgent leader of the 
House, who led the-fight against Cannon and 
forced him to forswear some of his autocratic 
power. 

W. S. Couch, Washington correspondent for 
the Cleveland, Plain Dealer, in his account of 
the insurrection against Cannon says: 


“Champ Clark and the insurgents declared 
they had located the Standard Oil Company, 
the brewery interests of the country and 
Charlie Murphy, leader of Tammany Hall, in 
the background of yesterday’s scrap, support- 
ing Cannon. Fitzgerald (the New York 
Democrat who “flopped” suddenly and fought 
openly for Cannon and was promptly given 
a fat committee appointment), of course is the 
henchman of Pat McCarren of Brooklyn, who, 
jin turn, is considered the property of the 
Standard Oil Company. Indeed, McCarren 
has never taken the trouble to deny this 
charge. The Standard’s interest, of course, is 
credited to the countervailing duty on oil 
| which the speaker is believed to have promised 
|to keep in the law.” 








L. G. Weiler, contractor, reports busy winter 
/near Warren Pa. Drilled good well on Sweeting 
| farm in Glade, March 1, and started others in 
|Spade Hollow, west of Warren, Pa., and at 


as gasoline. Also Mexican oil can compete | Youngsville. 
with the mid-continent, Gulf and California 
And against this oil there now is 
only a duty levied by those countries sub- 
stantially and which car be withdrawn at any 





Two barrel pumper struck by Triangle Oil Co. 
as a hy on Wetherby six-acre lot near Boli- 
var, N. Y. 
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MINERS FOR OIL DUTY 


Coal Men Wish To Protect Themselves 
Against Fuel Petroleum 








Coal miners of the southwest have decided 
to ask Congress to place a direct tax on fuel 
oil from Mexico, to protect and foster the coal 
business. 

This action has been taken by the district 
presidents and also by a convention of the 
United Mine Workers at Fort Smith, Ark. 


The prize oil inspection bill of history, one 
frankly admitted as having been passed by the 
ruling Democratic faction to strengthen its 
hold on the public trough of North Carolina, 
has just been made a law in that state. 





Most of the coal mines are closed down now 


smiling assertion from legislative leaders, “But 


because of coal not being able to compete with | we need it—politically.” 


fuel oil. 
State Mine Inspector Peter Hanratty, of 


All the governor asked of the law 


“Does it bring in a revenue to the state?” 


was, 
On 





a 


NORTH CAROLINA GRABS FOR Ol 
INSPECTION TO SAVE THE “GANG” 


of agriculture is limited in assistant inspectors 
to the number of congressional districts in the 
state, he can appoint as many office assistants, 
chemists, experts, etc., as he wishes. His acts 
are reviewed by no one, not even the state 


Objections of oil men to the measure, that | board of agriculture; he is the sole authority 
it is not only unconstitutional, but capable of | to sign checks and vouchers and make all the 
being enforced a score of different ways at | expenditures in his office. All that is required 
the same time, were met with the calm andjOf him is that he turn the balance in the oil 


}inspection fund over to the state treasurer. 
The exigencies of politics are expected to be 
reflected in that balance. 

The bill requires that “where oil is shipped 


Oklahoma, addressed the Fort Smith conven-| being told that it did to the extent of $50,000|in tank cars or other larger containers, the 
tion and urged that the miners have the state! +t, $75.000 and even more a year, he promptly | manufacturer or jobber. shall give notice to 


reduce the production tax on coal to one- 
half of one per cent. This, he thought, would 
cause the mines to be reopened. As it is, he 


said, fuel oil has absorbed 30 per cent of the | 


coal trade, three barrels of fuel oil being equal 
to one ton of coal. 





Oil Congress Here 
(Continued from Page 3, Column 1.) 


through all the oil fields. About 20 experts 


from Europe are expected. They will be re-| 


ceived probably at New York and shown the 
tidewater plants, then taken to Philadelphia 
and on to Pittsburg, where the National Pe- 
troleum Association probably will entertain 
them at a banquet; through the Pennsylvania 
fields, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, the mid- 


continent, Gulf and the California fields. The 
trip may take them around the world. 
With the information that will be thus 


gained, it is expected that the experts can 
agree on standards of tests which will be urged 
for adoption in all countries and all states of 
this country. Dr. David T. Day, expert in 
charge of petroleum with the United States 
Geological Survey, and an assistant from his 
department, are the American representatives 
in the congress. Dr. Day attended such a con- 
gress in Roumania a year ago. 


HELD BUSY MEETING. 


The National Petroleum Association trans- 
acted considerable business at its Cambridge 
Springs meeting. Practically all the members 
were present. The Association voted its dis- 
approval of the Crumpacker census bill that 
seeks to establish authority for the census di- 
rector to ask inquisitorial questions. The As- 
sociation also voted a resolution asking Con- 
gress to continue the present countervailing 
duty on petroleum. 

The decision of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in the L. & N. case, giving two 


days instead of one a week for shipments of ;. 
petroleum in less than carload lots, was criti- | 


cized by the members as not being fair nor 


founded on the facts and they instructed the | 


officers to reopen the case, if possible. 


Instruction was also given the officers to re- 


Sist with all possible vigor the efforts of trans- 
portation companies to increase the cost of 
transportation of petroleum and its products 
by the various means now contemplated to be 
put into effect by the railroad organizations. 
The Association also devised further plans 
for the operation of its new insurance com- 
pany, The National Petroleum Mutual Insur- 


ance Company. a . 


signed the bill. 
BARS LUMINOSITY. 


The law authorizes a state oil inspector, 
gives the state board of agriculture power to 
make all regulations, “standards of safety, 
|purity or absence from objectionable  sub- 
| stances and luminosity,” then makes the com- 
|missioner of agriculture the chief inspector, 


'gives him all the employes he wants, requires | 


|him to report to the general assembly and not 
'to the board of agriculture, assesses a fee of 
half a cent on every gallon of oil, “which pay- 
ment shall be made before delivery to agents, 
dealers or consumers in this state,” and re- 
quires such a multiplicity of tags, stamps and 
certificates that, from the wording of the law, 
every housewife will have to have a new stamp 
put on her gallon can every time she gets it 
filled, while every time a delivery is made the 
deliverer will have to pay half a cent a gallon 
tax, 


W. H. Fehsenfeld, president of the Red “C” 
Oil Company, of Baltimore, fought the meas- 
ure and pointed out its inconsistencies, its 
legal errors and injustices, but all to no avail. 
Members on the various legislative committees 
that considered the bill frankly admitted all 
that he said was true, but declared that they 
had to have it as a political weapon against 
the rising minority Democratic faction, which, 
they declared, is now threatening their power 
in the state. 


INSPECTOR IS “BOSS.” 


As a political weapon no one can deny its 
great usefulness. Although the commissioner 


|the commissioner of agriculture of every ship- 
|ment, with the name and address of the per- 
|Son, company or corporation to whom it is 
| sent and the number of gallons, on the day the 
| shipment is made.” Also before any illuminat- 
ling oil can be sold in the state a dealer must 
make application to this commissioner, stat- 
jing the brand of oil he intends to sell and the 
jname and address of the manufacturer. 


PUTS PREMIUM ON LAW BREAKERS. 


The bill puts a premium on the changing of 
stamps by erasures, etc., in that it fixes a fine 
of only $50 for such offense, while for selling 
without such a stamp or using an old stamp, 
fines of $300 and $200 can be assessed and the 
goods forfeited to the state. All prosecutions 
must be by indictment before a grand jury. 


Secretary C. D. Chamberlin, of the National 
Petroleum Association, with other independent 
oil men, succeeded in killing the Curry oil 
inspection bill introduced in the present ses- 
sion of the Pennsylvania legislature. The bill 
was evidently drawn to strengthen the state 
machine, for it provided an inspector for every 
county where oil is consumed instead of where 
it is refined, and fixed correspondingly large 
fees. Mr. Chamberlin and H. H. Willock, of 
the Waverly Oil Works Company, of Pitts- 
burg, appeared before the house committee 
March 16 and got the bill killed. 


In California, oil men are fighting an in- 
spection bill that would add a tax of 40 cents a 
barrel—more than the cost of production—on 
oil in small lots and a total tax of $5,000,000 
for large lots. 
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“Square Deal” Law Adopted by South Carolina 


After one of the most bitter fights of the 
session, the South Carolina legislature, February 


25, made the anti-discrimination bill of the Na- | 


tional Petroleum Association, law. 

Victory, however, was not obtained until the 
friends of the bill, after a long fight, were 
forced to accept an amendment, that they fear 
may make suits under it against the Standard 
Oil Co. practically futile. 

The opposition, being the Standard in the guise 
of fertilizer and lumber companies, inserted the 
word “quantity” in the clause that prohibits the 
selling of a commodity at a lower rate in one 
section of the state than in another “after mak- 
ing due allowance for the difference, if any, in 
the grade, quality or quantity and in the actual 
cost of tranportation” of the commodity. 


WORD WEAKENS LAW. 


The insertion of this word, the friends of the 
measure argued, admitted the famous contention 
of the Standard, whether it was after rebates, 
lower rates or what, that the man selling the 
largest quantity was entitled to the lowest price. 
Senator Earle, who fathered the bill and fought 
for it, argued against this word. 

“The amendment will nullify the intention of 
the bill, for the reason that the Standard Oil 
Co. or any other trust, could sell to any mer- 
chant at a designated place, where they wish to 
stifle competition of an independent company in 
large bulk, agreeing to hold the goods at the 
home office, or distributing station, subject to 
the order of the merchant, and need only ship 
a small quantity of the oil. or other commodity, 
to the merchant and yet give the merchant the 
benefit of an absurdly low price on the com- 
modity. 

TRUST COULD ESCAPE, EARLE SAYS. 

“They could also have an agreement with the 
merchant whereby this contract could be can- 
celled at the option of either party on one day’s 
notice, and by doing this we think they could 


| escape conviction under the terms of the bill on 
'the ground that “due allowance for the difference 
in quantity would have to be made. 

“The practical working would be that the 
Standard Oil Company could ship one barrel out 
,of a tank steamer of oil and bill the said barrel 
;on the basis of the wholesale price for: the tank 
steamer of oil, whereas, the independent company 
|could not possibly compete with the price, and a 
merchant living in the adjoining town, who re- 
| ceived a similar barrel, would have to pay the 
‘retail price and the consumer, in the last named 
'town, would have to pay a higher price at the 
| dictation of the trust.” 


ENEMIES OFFER AMENDMENTS. 


The senator and his friends in the house—the 
bill had bee. passed by the senate as it was in- 
troduced—fought all one afternoon and most of 
|the next morning, but were finally forced to ac- 
'cept the amendment or have the whole bill de- 
_feated. The bill then went to the senate which 
concurred in the amendment. The session had 
| but a few days to run and to have had the senate 
| refuse to concur would have thrown the measure 
|into a conference committee with small chance 
‘of winning out in time for final concurrence. 
|Some twenty amendments were offered by the 
‘enemies of the bill during the fight in the house. 
| These amendments were principally on behalf of 
the fertilizer companies of Charleston and the 
| Atlantic Coast Lumber, Company of Georgetown. 
| Secretary Chamberlain, of the National Pe- 
| troleum Association, who appeared before the 
‘house committee of South Carolina in behalf of 
the bill, does not believe the amendment will 
amount to as much as the friends of the measure 
'in South Carolina believe. He says: 
| “I do not believe that the word quantity will 
| greatly handicap the bill, although it would have 
been very much better if the bill had not been 
poems in any particular. I am not greatly ap- 
| 





prehensive that the Supreme court would make 


[any different determination of this bill than was 


made in the state of Nebraska—where it was 
|upheld in every point—by reason of the word 
| quantity.” 

Thos. L. Hisgen, of the famous “Four 
Brothers” Company of Springfield, Mass., is still 
|hard at it, trying to get the Massachusetts leg- 
islature to pass the anti-discrimination bill. He 
‘is taking almost daily shots at the members by 
|letter and in person. Also he has found time 
;to get the bill introduced in New York, New 
|Hampshire and Connecticut. 


| In one of his last letters to the Massachusetts 
jmembers he says: 

| “Interests opposed to the bill have already re- 
|tained ex-Attorney General Herbert Parker, and 
Attorney Allen Butterick of Worcester, who, in 
1907, was chairman of your conference com- 
mittee and who passed from opposition to the 
bill, as a legislator, to a position as assistant 
to Mr. Parker, also in opposition to the bill, 
together with several other counsel. 

“I realize that I have not the money to con- 
test with the Standard Oil Company in the mat- 
ter of influential paid lobbyists,” he says further 
on, and, “if the bill is defeated this time, I 
know of no other way than to appeal directly to 
the voters of each representative and senatorial 
district in the next campaign. I am assured of 
‘the co-operation of the independent oil men 
throughout the country in this fight.” 

Mr. Hisgen also quotes liberally from the last 
issue of THE NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEws in re- 
gard to the fight for the “square deal” law. 





C. T. Madison has sold his interest in the Mus- 
kogee Oil Refining Co. and resigned the man- 
agement. The new manager is J. A. Gill, who 
for eighteen years was connected with the 
Standard Oil refinery at Whiting, Ind. He will 
install a lubricating plant and make other im- 
provements.—Oil Investors’ Journal. 
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SOUTHERN ROADS REFUSE 
TO CHANGE RATE BOOST 





Many Small Jobbers Will Be Practically Eliminated 


In Favor of the 


Standard Oil Co. 


Pleas of independent oil men for the old 
sixth class rate on carloads instead of the new- 
ly authorized fifth class rate in Southern Class- 


ification territory, have been refused by the | 


railroads. 
Complaint to the Interstate Commerce Com- 


mission probably will be made by the inde- | 


pendents, which complaint also may include 
the roads’ requirements that after September 
Ist, all benzine, gasoline and naphtha in less 
than carloads must be shipped in metal pack- 
ages, 

Traffic Manager F. W. Boltz of the National 
Petroleum Association, and G. S. Forcier of 
the Island Petroleum Co., of Pittsburg, ap- 
peared before the Southern Classification Com- 
mittee at Mobile, Ala., March 8, and opposéd 
the rate advance. 

The railroad men said that commodity rates 
had now been established between all points 
where carload shipments usually were made, 
which rates were on a basis of sixth class or 
less, and that if rates to any additional points 
were desired they would be glad to amend 
their tariff accordingly. 


REFUSE RESTORATION. 


Mr. Boltz then asked that if they were sin- 
cere in this, what the objection was to re- 
storing the sixth class rate in the classification 
so that it would apply between all points, as 
by so doing no violence would be done to the 
carriers and it would remove, to a great ex- 
tent, the discrimination which now exists be- 
tween points not favored with special com- 
modity rates. To this the roads gravely re- 
plied that this would not do as the readjust- 
ment already, made would have the effect of 
equalizing the rates from various refining 
points. 

No effort, apparently, has been made to 
place the independent jobbers located in 





,various important points in the South, on an 
‘equality with their competitors, who, under 
the new adjustment, are more favorably lo- 
cated, and who, by reason of their location, 
are given the benefit of special commodity 
rates. 

WILL ELIMINATE JOBBERS. 


The advance, which took effect March 20th, 
independents say, will practically eliminate 
the independent jobber of the South who is 
doing an interstate business in carloads, while 
the Standard Oil Co. is carefully protected by 
commodity rates from its refining points to 
its various jobbing stations from where it dis- 
‘tributes such shipments by tank wagons. 
| “The effect of the advance is to limit to a 
! small territory the business of the small in- 
dependent jobbers of the South,” said Traffic 
Manager Boltz. “In some states, by reason 
of local railroad commissions’ orders, some 
jobbers will have the benefit of sixth class rates 
between points in their respective states, while 
from certain specific points on carload ship- 
ments, they will be favored by special com- 
modity rates. The advance favors the Stand- 
ard Oil Co. in that it does no serious damage 
to it while limiting the radius of operations 
of the independents. 


OLD RATE FROM VIRGINIA. 


“The fact that sixth class rates will still 
|obtain from Virginia cities and that special 
commodity rates are in effect from Ohio river 
crossings, as well as from certain refining and 
distributing points of the Standard Oil Co., to 
the major portion of the territory in question, 
affords a distinct advantage to shippers lo- 


crimination against shippers located at other 
points in the South, which, in our opinion, the 
carriers do not and cannot successfully de- 
| fend.” 





SOUTHERN RATES AGAINST INDEPENDENTS 


5th 6th Old 

From Class. Class. Rate. 
To Atlanta, Ga. 

Cincinnati 52 41 374 
Memphis 48 37 37 
Nashville 35 29 29 
Mobile 43 32 32 
New Orleans 48 37 37 
St. Louis 62 49 ‘40 
To Augusta, Ga. 

Cincinnati 54 43 3714 
Memphis 50 39 39 
Nashville 39 31 31 
Mobile 45 34 34 
New Orleans 50 39 39 
St. Louis 64 51 40 
To Birmingham, Ala. 

Cincinnati 47 36 3714 
Memphis 36 26 26 
Nashville 30 22 del - 
Mobile 42 31 31 
New Orleans 47 36 36 
St. Louis 50 38 38 


cated at such points and is a decided dis- | y : 
'bers located at Nashville and Mobile are not 








| 


| 


| 
| 





Just what the Southern Classification Com- 
mittee did when it changed the rates can’t be 
told in short of many volumes. From some 
points—Nashville, Tenn., Mobile and Birming- 
ham, Ala., Macon, Atlanta and Augusta, Ga., 
for instance—the increase was a straight ad- 
vance on interstate shipments from the. old 
oil rate of sixth class to fifth class, while from 
certain other points special commodity rates 
on basis of sixth class, or lower, now obtain. 
The general increase was supposed to be from 
sixth to fifth class. 


FAVOR CERTAIN JOBBERS. 


With the announcement of the new rates 
came amendments to the tariffs authorizing the 
application of sixth clas$ rates on oil shipments 
from Virginia cities, effective the same date, 
thus affording the jobbers located at those 
points a distinct advantage over those located 
at the other points mentioned. 

One effect of the new rates, noticed by 
shippers of the Central Freight territory, is 
that much of the traffic that formerly went via 
Louisville will now go via the Cincinnati gate- 
way. There had been quite a difference be- 
tween the Cincinnati and Louisville rates south, 
in favor of the latter city. The Cincinnati 
lines put in a claim for some of this traffic 
and seemingly got a part of it, to the disadvan- 
tage of the Ohio refiners, But nevertheles the 
roads merely increased the Louisville rates to 
equal the Cincinnati rates in many instances. 

INCREASE CLEVELAND RATES. 

The increases in rates from Cleveland, Find- 
lay and Toledo, O., for instance, run from % 
cent to 24% cents, according to the destination. 
One noticeable thing was that the rates to 
3irmingham, Ala., from Cleveland and Oil 
City, Pa., of 49 cents and 47% cents were left 
unchanged while other points were increased. 

As an illustration showing what the effect 
will be on account of the advance in the 
classification from sixth to fifth class, atten- 
tion is called to the table of rates printed on 
herewith. From that table it will be observed 
that while Cincinnati, Memphis, New Orleans 
and St. Louis are favored with special com- 
modity rates much lower than fifth class, job- 


given the same advantage but are obliged to 
pay fifth class rate. This same condition ob- 
tains from Birmingham, Chattanooga, Atlanta, 
Augusta and other important jobbing centers 
in the South on interstate business, and is a 
distinct discrimination against the independent 
oil interests located at such points which the 


New 5th 6th Old New |Southern roads undoubtedly will be called on 
Rate. Class. Class. Rate. Rate. |to defend. 

To Chattanooga, Tenn. — 
37% 40 0 33 33 Because the Attorney General of Ohio didn’t 
33, 36 26 26 Boveri | b ; ie alka 
45 24 18 18 4 _ask for ouster of the Standard and its su si 
43 47 37 37 47 iaries from the state, the Circuit Court at Lima, 
33% 52 42 42 33'4 |recently, refused to grant the state’s petition to 
44 50 38 35% 40 sever the connection between the Buckeye Pipe 

To Macon, Ga. Line Co., The Ohio Oil Co., and the Solar Re- 

374 54 3 37% 37% | fining Co., and their parent company. The court 
33, 50 39 39 33% |held that all the companies should he ousted under 
39 36 30 30 36 the evidence, and, refusing to let the state amend 
45 45 34 34 45 its petition at the bar to this effect, postponed 
33% 50 39 39 33% |that act for thirty days. 
44y, 64 51 40 44, | The action is taken as a victory for the Stand- 

To Knoxville, Tenn. ard. Attorney General Ellis, when in office, had 
36 40 30 33 33 experience with ousting a trust only-to have it 
29 44 32 32 35 come back in a reorganization form and in the 
30 37 27 27 37 oil cases he merely sought to separate the parts 
42 52 42 42 52 and make them compete with each other. An- 
33 57 47 47 3814 | other point is that the state can’t get service on 
4) 53 40 39% 44 the New Jersey corporation. 
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LOUISIANA GIVES 
N. P. A. A VICTORY 


* Distance Tariff With Lower Rates 
Allowed After Hard Fight 








Independent oil men won their fight for lower 
rates and a distance tariff in the state of 
Louisiana. 

The railroad commission of that state, Feb- 
ruary 27, decided the case before it against the 
railroad companies and in favor of the com- 
plainants, the independent oil men of the state 
and country, represented by The National Pe- 
troleum Association. 

Although the rates asked for by the Associa- 
tion were not allowed, still those fixed by the 
commission for L. C. L. shipments will make 
a saving of thousands of dollars a year to the 
oil people; but chief of all it will give them 
something like an equal and a fair show in 
competition with the Standard Oil Co. and its 
subsidiaries which were carefully protected by 
the high and complicated rates that have been 
in force there. _ 


WIN MAIN POINT. 

The commission declared that it did not quite 
feel the necessity of changing the rate on car 
load shipments of petroleum but it did do so 
on less than car loads, which the independents 
declare is the thing they were fighting for, as 
the jobbers and dealers of the state use the 
L. C. L. rates almost entirely. 


Under the order, took 


commission’s which 


4 { 
effect March 15, there will be no more charges 


of 75 cents a hundred weight for a distance of 
seven miles, just because a railroad ran back 


from the river, as was testified-to in the hear- | 


ing. This high rate, it was further pointed out, 
gave the Standard absolute control of the bust- 
ness in that inland town. 


MUST PROTECT INDUSTRY. 


In giving its decision the commission said: 

“Louisiana has, in recent years, developed ex- 
tensive oil fields and petroleum, and its products 
have become important commodities to be trans- 
ported by rail lines operating in Louisiana. The 
establishment of refineries at several points in 
the state has developed an industry which should 
be fostered and encouraged by fair and reason- 
able rates. An examination of the record shows 
that railroads operating in Louisiana assess 
various rates for the transportation of refined 
oils, which are far from being uniform, and in 
some cases are excessive and unjust. It is found 
that some of the railroad companies have es- 
tablished commodity rates on petroleum and its 
products, which it is not the intention of the 
commission to disturb, except where such com- 
modity rates are higher than the mileage scale 
of rates which will be adopted by the commis- 
sion. 

“There does not appear from the record suf- 
ficient evidence to cause the commission, at this 
time, to reduce or interfere with the rates on 
carload movements, but it is substantially proven 
that the rates on less than carload shipments 
should be reduced and made uniform, in order to 
promote and encourage the shipment of refined 
oil between points in the state of Louisiana.” 


JUST RETURN TO CARRIERS. 


The commission declares that it believes “after 
due consideration” that the rates it has ordered 
“afford fair, reasonable and just compensation 
to the carriers for their servjces.” 


“Although the commission does not adopt our 
schedule of rates, still, comparing it with other 
states, the schedule it has ordered is not so far 
off, and, I am sure, it is a great improvement 
ever the rates now in force,” said Traffic Man- 
ager Boltz of the National Petroleum Associa- 
tion, who fought for the new rates. “The old 


rates were most unjust and discriminatory and 
all in favor of the Standard. They were such 
a hodge-podge affair that one couldn’t tell any- 
thing about them hardly. Every road had a 





rate of its own and a different rate for every 
town no matter if the distances were the same.” 


FORMULATES RULES. 


The commission also formulated the following 
rules governing shipments under the rates: 


“All articles shall be through way-billed from 
point of origin to final destination. 

“In making joint rates over two or more lines, 
which are not under the same management or 
control, the following differential shall be added 
to the one-line rate named herein: 

“On less than carloads add six cents per hun- 
dred pounds, provided, that joint through rates 
shall not exceed the rates named for four hun- 
dred miles single line mileage, which shall be 
the maximum for all hauls between any points in 
the state of Louisiana. 


“Where two or more routes are available from 
point of origin to destination, the line or lines 
handling shipment shall charge the same rate 
as though shipment had actually moved over the 
route by which the lowest rate can be made. 


“The carrier is allowed to designate only any 
three days in each week for forwarding pe- 
troleum and its products in less than carload 
lots.” 

The Association’s complaint was filed last 
summer in the name of the Association and 
Marine Oil Co., of New Orleans. It was bitterly 
contested by the railroads, who asserted that 
they could not operate on less than present 
schedules, because of their impoverished condi- 
tion. W. O. Hudson, of the Marine Oil Co., 
testified that the Standard, when he was with 
that company, thoroughly appreciated and en- 
joyed the rates and made use of them to drive 
out all competitors. 


New Rates Will Make Oil 
Cheaper, Says Chamberlin 


That the people of Louisiana will get their 
oil cheaper as a result of the new rates, is the 
belief of Secretary C. D. Chamberlin of the Na- 
tional Petroleum Association. He says: 

“While the rates: are not as low as we had 
hoped would be established, yet they are a mat- 
ter of great relief to our independent jobbers, 
and will be found to be of considerable benefit 
|ultimately to the. people of Louisiana. These 
matters, of course, are questions of growth— 
competition regulates conditions of trade, espe- 
cially where monopoly has held sway. 

“In Kansas, which was the first state to lower 
the rates on petroleum to a reasonable basis, I 
am informed that independent competition now 
supplies 40 per cent of the oil of the state; in 
Iowa the state is dotted with independent jobbers 
and 35 per cent is supplied by them in that 


state. 
CUTS PRICE ONE-HALF. 


“In the former state the original average of 
prices was 14 cents per gallon, the present aver- 
age 714 cents; in Iowa the original average of 
prices was 10% cents, the present average is 
8 cents. In Arkansas, when its commission es- 
tablished lower rates upon petroleum, there was 
only one company outside of the Waters-Pierce 
Oil Co. in the state and this company was not 
|handling refined oil. 
independent companies located at Little Rock 
handling refined oil to the people of Arkansas 
and the average price has been reduced at least 
$2 per barrel. 


“This condition is repeated in every state in 
which reasonable rates have been made for the 
distribution of petroleum and its products, and 
the Louisiana Commission has correctly appre- 
hended that greater advantage follows a reduc- 
tion on less than carloads than upon carloads, 
because upon the carload basis there is more 
nearly an equality of conditions.” 














Cora Robins, minor, sold 80 acre lease north 
of Delaware pool, Kansas, for $4,000 to Mark- 
ham and Estell. The court refused to authorize 
the sale but gave the lease to Gunsberg and 
Foreman for $5,000, though the other money had 
been paid over. Court action is now in pros- 
pect between the lessors and would-be-lessors, 





Today there are fourteen |. 





GETS OLD RATE 
Traffic Manager Boltz Wins Contest 


With Transcontinental Lines 








_ Cancellation of the recent 10 per cent advance 
in rates on petroleum and its products to the 
Pacific Coast, has been obtained by Traffic Man- 
ager Boltz of The National Petroleum Associa- 
tion. 

The old rate of 90 cents a hundred will be 
put back as soon as the Trans-continental Lines 
traffic officials can republish their rates,, which 
is expected to be between April 1st and 15th. 

Return to this old rate again lets the inde 
pendent oil people into the Pacific Coast markets 
by rail. With the $1.00 rate that went into 
effect January ist of this year, they were barred 
absolutely from that market, save by the water 
route, which was not particularly convenient. 
However many of the larger shippers had gone 
ahead with arrangements to ship by water to 
the western coast via the Panama railroad. 


BOLTZ GETS BUSY. 


_ Traffic Manager Boltz got after the Trans- 
Continental roads with vigorous protests, as soon 
as the advance, which came with a general ad- 
vance on all products, was announced. He 
appeared at their freight meeting in Chicago, 
where for thirty days the railroad men heard 
the kicks of shippers and pondered over them 
and the rates that prompted them. Many Cali- 
fornia oil men protested also, as the advance 
was effective east bound and served to seal them 
and their products up tight in their own state. 

On February 24th, Mr. Boltz got word that 
all the lines had agreed to putting the oil rate 
back to where it was. 

What promised to be a new factor in the 
céast fight was the announcement, to be effective 
March 1, by the Pacific Mail Steamship Co. that 
it would carry all classes of goods from San 
Francisco, via Panama railroad and the Federal 
line, to New York at a rate of 40 cents a hun- 
dred. The cut was ostensibly made because of 
the rates of the American-Hawaiian line which 
had a graduated scale from 75 cents first-class 
to 45 cents fifth-class. The Pacific line rate will 
permit freight shipments to Chicago, by way of 
that route, at a saving of $1.10 a hundred over 
the old rate. The cut, however, was not effective 
east bound, for which the old rate on petroleum 
and its products of fifty and a hundred ob- 
tains. 


OPPOSES TEXAS RAISE 


Independent Oil Man Testifies Against 
The Railroads 


That the advance in rates to Texas common 
points from St. Louis and New York is un- 
reasonable and unjust, was testified to by Traffic 
Manager Boltz, of the National Petroleum As- 
sociation, before the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission at St. Louis, February 18, when the 
case of the state of Texas against the rail- 
roads making this advance, came on for final 
hearing. 

Mr. Boltz said that the increase from 44 to 
47 cents a hundred from St. Louis amounted to 
one-third of a cent a gallon which is considered 
a fair profit by oil men on much of their prod- 
ucts. He said they could not now compete with 
local production. The rate from Cleveland to 
Texas common points he said is 64% cents as 
against a rate from those points to Cleveland 
of 37% cents, which he declared gave the Texas 
product a great advantage. 

The hearing was devoted to rebuttal testi- 
mony on the part of the complainants and testi- 
mony in defense from the roads. 


~ 











Oklahoma State Oil Co., the Hollanders, ar- 
ranged to purchase Reese Oil Co.’s Lucy Poloke’s 
120 acres with 23 producing wells of 1,500 bar- 
rels a day for $220,000, and the Kansas-Oklahoma 
Oil Co.’s M. W. Drew’s 80 acres with 18 produc- 
ing wells of 1,500 barrels daily, for $110,000. 
These are in Glenn pool, 
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“NEVER CUT” CUPS 


FOR OIL WELLS AND ALL DIFFICULT PLACES 
IN HYDRAULIC AND PNEUMATIC MACHINERY 






































Made of Leather Espe- 


cially Tanned, rendering 
them Impervious to water 


Just the Cup for 
Floating Sand 





THEIR SUCCESS IS PROVEN 


OR many months | have not advertised “Never Cut’ Cups extensively simply because 

I was not able to keep up with the orders which came to me by mail, but having in- 
creased my facilities | am again im the market and am making the Cup better than ever. 
Those who have used the Cups are enthusiastic in their praises, and | am convinced that they 
fill a long felt want. They are now used in every oil field in the United States, Canada, 
Japan, India and Roumania. Send for my booklet. This Cup is made on honor by a 
producer for producers. Tell-me your pumping troubles and if | cannot help you | will say 














so frankly. 
This is what one Producer in California says:—‘“The hundred Cups sent me were received in 
good shape, and are giving splendid satisfaction. They outwear three sets of the ordinary cups and do 
better than the * * valve. Please send me a 100 more, as | am putting them in every well as they 
have to be pulled.” THERE ARE HUNDREDS MORE LIKE HIM. 
Another says:—‘“We had to pull a well every thirty days, and yours have been on 70 days.” 
I can show many letters just like these. 
PRICES 
1 3-4 in. . ° $15.00 Per Hundred 2 1-2 in. - : $25.00 Per Hundred 
2 1-4 in. : : 22.50 |.“ F 2 3-4 in. - - 30.00 ‘“ Ps 


Charges prepaid to any point in the United States. 
If your dealer has not got these send to me direct. None are genuine without the 
white Never Cut tag printed in red ink. Send for circular. 


S. S. BRYAN ritusvitte, pa. 
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Sanity And Great Moral Victory 





Whenever the “broad cloth mob” puts one over 
on the proletariat its a “great moral victory.” And 
when it’s done by legal process it’s “sanity.” No 

- other victors are allowed to use these beautiful 
descriptive terms. 

So when the Standard Oil Co. got well out of 
the “mire” of the “muckrakers” at Chicago re- 
cently, it made the usual proclamations, through 
its eminent counsel, of its corner of the market 
in halos. And all the Standard’s little mouth- 
pieces took it up and added embellishments about 
how “reason seemed to totter in high places” 
before the Anderson decision which “reflected 
on the mental balance” of Judge Landis, and 
that the country is now “safe from great dis- 
aster.” 

But why shouldn’t they crow? Who, of the 
gentry who have broken the country’s laws ever 
since they laid claim to that presumably aristo- 
cratic title; who wouldn’t toss their hats in the 
air and yell for pure joy when the cage that 
contains the golden canary is opened for their 
benefit? 

From now on they can eat that canary at their 
leisure, even within full view of the “vaporing 
mob.” They can pull a feather out at a time and 
gloat over it, and who wouldn’t believe but that 
in their present hungry siate their digestive ap- 
paratus would welcome even the feathers? 

The Anderson interpretation of the Grosscup 
decision, along with that immortal work, does | 
all this. It knocks out the anti-rebate law com- 
pletely, in so far as successful prosecutions of 
rebates go. It gives the gentlemen of the “vested | 
rights” class all summer Jong to gather financial 
sustenance and rest in preparation for the battle 
with public opinion over the enactment of anti- 
rebate laws that will hold water, at the congres- | 
sional session next winter. Big newspapers have | 
already opened the fight for the public. 

Whatever criticism can be made of Judge An- 
derson should really be placed upon his superiors, 
Grosscup et al. It was Grosscup’s decision that 
made the Way and it was Grosscup’s decision | 
that Anderson sought to apply exactly. Be it 
also remembered of Grosscup that, according to 
some of his correspondence that has been made 
public, he, his family and his friends, traveled on 
passes for years, passes obtained by Grosscup per- 
sonally. 

Judge Anderson showed almost a fear of the 
circuit court’s decision, in his adherence to it. 
Where that upper bench said judges might dis- 
agree on the proof of the 18 cent rate, not that 
they did disagree but that they might, Judge An- | 
derson took no chances, but held that they did, or 
would, threw out the 18 cent rate proof and there- | 
by overturned all present methods of fixing class | 
rates. ’ “cd atl 

The quicker congress acts in the repairing of 
the damage done, the cheaper—judging from 
past experiences—it will be for the country and | 
the greater the number of “little fellows” who | 
will survive what promises to be an arduous | 
summer. 


I. C. C. Needs Court Review. 


Fortunately for the reputation of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, courts of real law | 
and logic don’t pass on its decisions. If such’ 











Oil tariff has now become embroiled in a mess of Cannonism, Standard Oil and 


political debts. 


Congressmen who wish to protect the Independent oil man and the producer, 
don’t know where to turn because of the mass of mis-information hurled at them 


through agencies of the big oil company. 


They are opposed to doing anything to strengthen the Standard’s hold on this 
country or to increase its immense profits. “Uncle Joe’ Cannon and other inspired 
zealots, are openly charged with paying political debts by their advocating the 


countervailing duty. 


The newly worded “drawback” clause just discovered in the Payne bill, by 
which foreign materials can be manufactured and sold here duty-free so long as an 
equal amount of the same American product is exported, has been hailed as the 


“snake” in the grass. 


Without intervention by the REAL oil men of the country, the Independents’ 
and producers’ interests will not only be lost sight of but stand to be greatly injured 
by congress making all oil free, on the assumption that it then, at least, will be play- 
ing “safe” against any Standard Oil game. 

Countervailing duty now is merely tissue paper protection for the REAL oil men 
of this country. It can be wiped out in a week’s time by any country on the globe 
and there would be no resource from such action until congress could be prevailed 


upon to take up tariff framing again. 


Did you notice that the whole cry, so far, has been for countervailing duty? 


Nothing at all has been said about a specific duty. 


Nothing said about the use- 


lessness of the countervailing duty. The world of off was not consulted in the pub- 


licity campaign. Foolish, inane and mendacious arguments were thrust into the oil 


man’s hands from some mysterious source and he was told to “get busy” if he 


wanted to “live.” 


Mexican oil is a danger to the midcontinent, Gulf and California oil men par- 
ticularly. The Galician and Roumanian products, are now competing her despite 
high duties, and the Russian product may become a factor in the future. Under coun- 
tervailing duty, these products can be sent in here free, if their countries so ordain. 

If you, Mr. Oil Man, wish to keep them out of the American market, you must 


erect a REAL barrier against them and not Iet some one put upa “phony” on 


for you. 


e 


If you want that REAL barrier you must act in your own behalf by letting your 
Senator and Congressman, and Congress, know what you want. 
Don’t leave it to your erstwhile “friend” who has brought about the present 


mess, that is daily working against your interests. 


And also, see to it that that “drawback” clause is changed, for it benefits only 


this same beneign “friend.” 





courts did, the Commission’s—especially Chair- | 


man Knapp’s—almost unblemished record for 
legal perspicuity might suffer some blotches. 


However much is to be regretted the delaying 
of justice and the clogging of the legal ma- 
chinery with what may prove useless cases, still 
a few reversals on behalf of the public of some 
of the Commission’s decisions might be lamps of 
knowledge on the legal pathway, to that body. 

The last reason for such review is Chairman 
Knapp’s decision sustaining all the contentions 
of independent oil men as to a railroad’s duties 
to serve all shippers fairly and that a road can- 
not protect a monopoly, not even the Standard 
Oil Co. by unfair rules. Knapp also holds that 
the cost of additional equipment required for 
handling oil in less than car load lots cannot con- 
trol in determining the justness of the L. & N.’s 
rule fixing one day a week for oil shipments. 
And then, without more ado, he reduces the L. 
& N.’s offense by one-seventh by fixing two days 
a week instead of one, for handling of oil in 


small lots. He gives no reason but previously, 


in his decision, he says he “finds the evidence 
clearly shows in this case” that oil contaminates 
other freight. All the evidence in on contamina- 
tion was absolutely to the contrary. 





Judicial “Primary Arithmetic” 





Two recent court decisions, overthrowing rate 
statutes, furnish interesting commentaries on the 
arithmetic of the legal mind. 

Three learned judges have held the question 
of division of operating cost of railroads be- 
tween state and interstate traffic, to be a prob- 
lem in “primary arithmetic,” and they have pro- 
ceeded with their addition of 2 and 2, by declar- 
ing that such operating cost is in proportion to 
the revenue derived from the two kinds of traffic. 

When Judge Vandevanter, of a federal court 
at St. Paul, first enunciated this method; no one 
supposed that it would prove contagious. But 


federal judges of Missouri and Arkansas, the 
first in throwing out the state freight ‘rates and 
the second in sustaining Judge Vandevanter in 
his enjoining Arkansas rates, have shown them- 
selves affected. 

Fortunately, the Missouri case will probably go 
before the United States Supreme Court, which, 
in a Nebraska case of ten years ago, followed a 








(Continued on Page 13, Column. 1.) 








Apr 


hurl 
pap: 
cals 
witl 
of 1 
terf 
is 


tior 


~~ 2 = spre er OD O 


a Ss * 

















April, 1909. 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS 






r 





As To Guarding Your Interests: In The Press 


Broadsides of corporation pabulum are being 
hurled at the public mind every day. In news- 
papers, metropolitan and country, and periodi- 
cals, the battle for public favor is being waged 
with the thoroughness, efficiency and singleness 
of purpose that has placed American business en- 
terprises at the top. Not an avenue of publicity 
is overlooked and not a method passed by in 


making use of them. 

The fight is directed from the corporate offices 
by the same heads and minds directing the cor- 
porations. From the inner offices the ramifica- 
tions of the publicity army are infinite. Through 
boards of directors control is exercised over some 
publications by direct ownership; through the 
boards of directors a less direct but almost equally 
satisfactory control is maintained over others, 
through business relations, personal interests and 
friendships. These means of directing publicity 
are being constantly and carefully extended. And 
these means are principally secret. The public 
knows little if anything of them. 

The ostensible publicity work is that of pub- 
licity departments in charge of a chief. His as- 
sistants may number scores and include men in 
all departments, even to the legal. They give 
out the news of changes, extensions, etc. They 
give out comments on business but chief of all 
pass out well written material that appears to be 
a plain statement of fact, but so stated as to 
put the corporation in the most favorable light 
in prevailing public opinion. 

It ts the day of the press agent. He denotes 
the bow of the corporate interests to public opin- 
ion and he is well paid to make the bow. 

The Standard Oil Co., after years of secrecy, 
hired a press agent at twice the salary of a cab- 
inet officer. He organized a bureau whose work 
can be seen in papers all over the country, even 
to the small country weekly. And the spectacle 
is further presented by this new policy of the 
venerable head of that corporation repairing to 
a quiet corner with his stenographer and dic- 


Judicial Arithmetic 
(Continued from Page 12, Column 3.) 


different but logical and just line of reasoning on 
the same question. 


Boiled down the “primary arithmetic” of Judge 
Vandevanter and his associates, works out as fol- 
lows: 


Assuming that the gross earnings of the roads 
of a state for both state and interstate traffic, 
amount to $80, of which $60 is from interstate 
traffic and $20 from state; also assuming that 
the operating cost for both kinds of traffic totals 
$60. Then, by “primary arithmetic,” the operat- 
ing cost of the interstate traffic would be 60-80 of 
$60, or 34 of $60 which would equal $45. Also, 
then, the cost of state traffic would be 20-80 or 
Y% of $60 which would be $15. 


Taking the second of these little steps for arith- 
meticians, it is assumed that the state rates have 
been doubled—that doesn’t mean that the traffic 
has increased a single pound, in fact it probably 
has fallen off, but anyway the state rates have 
been increased 100 per cent so that instead of 
bringing in the total sum of $20 they return $40— 
THEN, the legal mind would proceed,— 

The interstate cost would be 60-100—the total 
earnings now being $100—of the total operating 
cost, which is still $60, or 3-5 of that total cost 
which would make $36, the cost of interstate 
traffic; then the cost of state traffic would be 
40-100 of the $60 total operating cost or 2-5 of the 
$60, making $24. To these figures the court added 
100 per cent for local cost. The U. S. Supreme 
Court has added but 20 per cent. 

By this simple arithmetical process the rail- 
roads have increased their cost of conducting 
state traffic by $9 and have decreased the cost 
of interstate traffic—saved in coal, labor, etc., 
probably—the same amount. 

Or in other words—to bring the problem down 


still more to a first reader basis—when the school ‘1 


tating “reminiscences”. for publication. The 
press agent’s handling of these literary effusions 
furnishes an example of the highest skill to be 
found in the art. 

First in this particular campaign, came long 
and flattering introductions, written by others; 
that told of the able, honest and fine looking 
;men in the Standard’s employ; that told of the 
simple, quiet, personal life of their chief; that 
told of the great goodness of his heart and the 
ease with which he unloosed his purse strings 
for the benefit of mankind, All this with lib- 
eral illustration. To understand the “reminis- 
eences” a reader was lead to believe he must 
travel through this preface. At the end of it 
you wondered, as did the naive writers, that so 
; many harsh and cruel things could be said about 
isuch a nice, quiet, self-effacing old gentleman 
who did such nice things; and such a comfort- 
able, homelike, family affair that the corpora- 
tion itself appeared to be. 

Whereupon the curtain rose on the “Remi- 
niscences.” 

To make the “reminiscences” “go” from a 
news standpoint, it was necessary to give them 
a news twist at the start; hence, as the sub- 
ject of public discussion then was the Standard 
and similar corporations, that was the subject 
| reminisced on. So skillfully. was it done that 
the effort would bring much credit on the best 
newspaper man in the country. The whole life 
of the Standard and its head’s business rela- 
tions were delightfully reviewed in words of 
one syllable. Forty years of turbulous times 
| were slipped over in a few thousand words. 
|About the only derogatory facts mentioned 
|were rebates and the old South Improvement 
'Co. Mr. Rockefeller, asking the world to be 
\charitable toward the ordinary working man, 
|explained that he could not be held responsible 
'for the acts of some of his “over-zealous em- 
_ployes” and that anyway rebates were the ac- 
\cepted thing. As to the South Improvement 
Co. he briefly unloaded that on the former head 
‘of the Pennsylvania railroad, who, Mr. Rocke- 








doesn’t cost the manufacturer as much as when 
she pays 10 cents for the same stick. 

Evidently, the school arithmetics need some 
basic alterations. The above lessons in “pri- 
mary arithmetic” are now law and it would be 
contrary to all the teachings of this great repub- 
lic to train the infant mind to be other than law 
abiding. Educators must hasten to make the 
change, else they will be liable to contempt of 
court. 





A. B. Chapman, Silver Creek, N. Y., gets fran- 
chise to lay gas and oil pipes across all highways 
of Pomfret, near Fredonia, N. Y. He must sell 


gas to all whose land he uses at 32 cents a thou- 
sand feet. 





Hadley G. Foster, expert maker and shooter 
jot nitro-glycerine, formerly of Bradford, Pa., 


Va. 


girl pays 5 cents for a stick of gum that stick | 


dies from glycerine explosion near Salem, W. | 


feller neglected to say, hag been dead for sevy- 
eral years and left no one to defend him. That, 
and a discussion of “how could such fine look- 
ing, nice men do such things as charged,” énded 
the chapter, and satisfied the editor’s require- 
ments for the “news twist.” 

As his introducers had gone into the subject 
of his benefactions seemingly much against his 
wishes Mr. Rockefeller felt called upon to dis- 
cuss them in his next. The discussion was con- 
tinued for four months. Just incidentally in 
telling of his good deeds, Mr. Rockefeller let it 
fall that the man who attempted competition 
where a field was already supplied, was “robbing 
the widows and orphans” and working toward 
the “destruction of his country.” This while he 
told what he was doing for the aforesaid “wid- 
ows and orphans.” 

Now, in early spring the “real” story of. the 
‘Standard Oil Co. is being told. To have started 
lit earlier would have been poor press agent work 
for in all such publicity the most interesting, 
startling thing that is in your favor, should al- 
ways be “played-up” or written in the lead even 
though it must be dragged in by the ears. The 
henefactions, being of more recent date and more 
to one’s credit, from a news standpoint, than the 
Standard Oil Co., therefore should be placed 
first. Mr. Rockefeller faithfully did this. 

The Standard is not overlooking a single bet 
on this publicity game. . Employes and friends, 
and even friends and relatives of Mr. Rocke- 
feller, are working ceaselessly to get its reading 
matter before the public. No matter what 
amount of “nerve” a situation demands, they have 
it and use it, unabashed. 

Are you, Mr. Independent, watching out for 
your interests in the press? Are you: seeing 
that the press gets your side of the case, when 
it touches on the oil business? More than ever 
in the past, will the Standard be watching your 
every move and the first misstep will they em- 
blazon on newspaper pages all over the country. 

You have the public with you now. 

Keep it. 





No. 9 on C, E. LeSuer farm, Bolivar, N. Y., 
iis good producer. Completed by Wilber & Mc- 
| Dowell. 





| Gas well, Kane, Pa. promises at least six 
| Sarees of oil daily, says B. D. Keelor, owner. 
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Anderson’s Decision Starts Fight For _ - 
Laws That Will Catch The “Big Ones” 





Standard Oil “Victory” At Chicago Opens Door Anderson Doesn’t Care One 
Again For Old Time Abuses Cent What Public Thinks 


With the throwing out of court at Chicago 
of government’s suit against Standard Oil Co., 
begins a campaign for correction of anti-trust 





act laws to stop it, they believe it will be more u 3 ; 
vicious than ever. | I don't care a cent what the public thinks. 
Big corporations and some railroads are ex- I followed the law. I am not running for 











; eg , office. Neither am I on trial in this case.”— 
and anti-rebate laws. ceva a cortayend et 5 Te ae oy Judge A. B. Anderson after freeing Standard. 
Rebates can now be openly given and received! Congress will have to define exactly a “ship- 


. 7 |} of the law. It is not as if we had failed to 
government practically powerless to prosecute visu Pa — ete aren catheter ecure enough evidence.”—U. S. District At- 
for such criminal acts. modify the description of the “intent” to violate | torney Sims, who prosecuted the Standard. 
Congress will be called on by the public at|the law. ; 
Retell nstaens he nein: ‘delesth: buns Chances for the government’s appealing the | dard C 
next winter > ones oii y 1 ‘ 4 a {case lost are slim. Not only President Taft | tandar leared Morally 
papers are already voicing the peoples demand | but Attorney General Wickersham and the rest | . . 
for protection from the rebate. of the Washington authorities, have given out | Says Chief Counsel Miller 
Rebati iia, Se eaetertindl Dee: atten pee that Roosevelt’s trust cases will be “weeded out” | : ; 
ny WOWETES, Weep y y, evel! as no more “wild goose chases” will be indulged| “The Standard Oil Co. is cleared not only 
railroad men, to start in at once and be thriving | in. The incoming officials are taking an “I told | technically but morally,” says its counsel, John 
lustily by summer. Should Congress fail to en-| you so” attitude. S. Miller. “So the finding is a moral as well 


as a legal victory. As a matter of fact, and I 
do not wish to be understood as crowing, the 
INTERPRETS GROSSCUP’S COMMENT ne y never has age Hg a rebate 
rom a railroad company since the passage of 

ON RATE PROOF AS FORMAL RULING | the Elkins act.” 


| “ 4 . 
“The most we can say is that the ques-|for the Standard. moved thatthe court instruct |,"One, ofthe, things that pleases us most is 
; ‘ > j j > t ry to return a verdi : ; ys. ¥. ae . 
tion is one upon which judges, after full : ” 7 <r " yea 74 r oa ind _ any | was committed. He indicated plainly that there 
discussion, might very reasonably dis-| *" his instructions to the jury, Judge Andert-| was no fixed rate, as the government contended. 
” son reviewed the government case and the fol-| Our victory was therefore complete,” said Moritz 
agree. lowing is a summary of his points: 
Making the above expression of the Circuit 


| Rosenthal, S. O. Attorney No. 2. 
That the law as announced by Circuit | Se se 

Court of Appeals on whether a rate is a rate 

when read into the classification, his primary 


Fs oe “We failed in this case simply because 
as the decision of Judge Anderson renders the ‘ment, which it can make a carload or a settle- | +4 




















Court of Appeals governs and controls and 


| is binding upon both court and jury, All Class Rates Are 
ground, Judge A. B. Anderson at Chicago, March Made 


: t : That this decision indicated that the gov- |! ° 

10, ordered a federal jury to bring in a ver-|  orpment practically had failed to ae ae | Invalid, Says I. C. cs Expert 
dict of “not guilty” against the Standard Oil | 
| The refusal of the court to accept the classifica- 


, - charges. 
Co., which order and ee ee the con- That the government had failed to establish 
clusion of the re-trial of the famous $29,000,000' its contention that there was a fixed rate | tion as proof of the 18 cent rate, railroad men 
fine case. of 18 cents per hundred pounds for ship- | say, will necessitate the filing with the Interstate 


By this action, Judge Anderson ,not only| ment of oil from Whiting, Ind., to East St. | Commerce Commission by the roads, of a specified 
stripped the government of all power to pro-| Louis, IIl. 





' | rate for every article in the classification to 

ceed against rebaters, but branded as contrary That the Court of Appeals had indicated j|every point on the map. This will entail an 

to law the system of tariffs and classifications} further proof was necessary, but that the | expenditure running into the millions. 

now in force on all railroads in the country. government had not furnished this proof. | “That part of the court’s opinion which de- 
The court’s action came when the government That the government in presenting its case | clares that there is no such thing as a fixed 


explained that it was unable to offer any further! had relied on an unfixed, changeable and 
proof as to the legality of the 18 cent rate from| shifting classification in which only maximum 


| rate, is far reaching,” says G. M. Grossland, who 


1 t |is in charge of the tariff filing department of 
Whiting, Ind., to East St. Louis, Ill., which was rates were named. . | the Interstate Commerce Commission. “It means 
claimed as the legal rate while the Standard Oil That this classification was fixed by the | that class tariffs published as far back as 1887 are 
Co. was getting a 6 cent rate over the same Illinois state warehouse and railroad com- /knocked out and that the railroads will be com- 
route on the Chicago & Alton. | pe Posy: ing: co ag gc a Saag 'pelled to place in the schedule filed with the 

WON’T ACCEPT PROOF. ee acess ne ) : 8- |\cothmission the rate for each commodity for 


; : mm which a shipment rate is fixed.” 
That aside from the law and insufficiency St Lad? hiae ic 


of evidence, there was a variance between " ead ; oC] 


the counts in the indictment and the proof, | unbeard of extent, because they know they will 

and that, while the government charged one | be practically exempt from punishment.” 

thing, it offered proof about an entirely dif- | Then after discussing how Judge Grosscup 
| 


ferent thing. ; ‘and his associates on the Court of Appeals 
Tha! the 18 cent rate itself had not been | punched holes in the law, he says: 


proper!, posted and published in aecordance | 


Attorney Wilkerson, for the government, told 
the court that only the proof submitted at the 
previous hearing, proof that is commonly ac- 
cepted all over the country, could be put in on! 
this point. Judge Anderson held that the court 
could not allow the mere submission of the 
Illinois classification and tariff sheet as sufficient 
proof of the rate, as, the court said, the Circuit 








Court of Appeals, had disagreed on it. Wilkerson} with the provisions of the Elkins law. ie _RELIEF NEEDED NOW. | 
then said he could proceed no further and asked| The verdict was thereupon returned as per| “It will be up to Congress to provide a 
dismissal of the case. Attorney John S. Miller | instructions. remedy. This will be uncomfortable to some of 


the gentlemen in the legislative branch of the 
government, who only voted for the rate “ 

because they had to, and who hoped they woul 
REBATING DEBAUCH NOW PREDICTED | be permitted in peace to court the political sup- 


BY CHICAGO TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER | port of_ railroads running through their dis- 


: : oO tricts. For the time being rebating is not pro- 
Congress must take action at once to correct; out here freely that if the decision stood and | hibited by law, so far as any successful prosecu- 
the anti-rebate law else corporations and car-|the government was defeated on the two or three | tions on a large scale are concerned. 


riers will return to their old custom of rebating, — inn ent! a ae oe 
says “Raymond,” the chief staff writer of the cig % salal stea.- t: Bane at eee 


tices which were so common before the anti- |; : . 

i ; i ing them concessions, and the result will be that 

Chicago Tribune and in charge of that powerful | rebate law was passed. | the little fellows will be driven to the wall, just 

paper's Washington bureau, under date of March) «]¢ the government is unable to punish re-|as they were a few years ago. They will stay 

11, from Washington, in detailing the effect of bating, one does not need to be a prophet or a|in that position until Congress gives them re- 

the Anderson action. He says: son of a prophet to make it clear that thé|lief, because under the present ruling of the 
“At the time the Court of Appeals upset the 


t railroads will begin their illegal practices once | court a way has been opened for indiscriminate 
decision of Judge Landis, the fact was pointed'more, and will carry this discrimination to an 





“That being the case, big shippers will once 
|more coerce the railroad corporations into grant- 








“(Continyed on Page 37, Column 2.) 
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Editors Flay Court and Standard 











Editorial opinion of the Anderson trial holds 
the Standard guilty of rebating and demands 
strengthening of the Sherman law. 

Criticism of the courts for not heeding the 
public good when trying cases against big cor- 
porations, is also made. Some papers intimate 
that Judge Anderson’s rulings can’t but lessen 
the respect the public may hold for the bench. 

The Chicago Tribune said: “Acquittal on the 
ground of reasonable doubt is not an acquittal 
on a technicality. But the reasoning which led 
Judge Anderson to the conclusion that there was 
reasonable doubt might not convince another 
judge. It might not convince the Supreme 
court if it were possible to get the question be- 
fore it. Nevertheless, every time a car- 
rier is found guilty the backbones of other 
carriers are stiffened. It is made easier for them 
to stand up against the attempts of great ship- 
pers to induce them to break the law.” 

The New York World said: “The collapse of 
the government’s case against the Standard Oil 
for accepting rebates will cause general dis- 
appointment. When the most powerful and un- 


Broad Understanding Needed 
By Judges, Says Roosevelt 








“I have felt an ever-growing conviction of 
the need of having on the bench men who, in 
addition to being learned in the law and up- 
right, shall possess a broad understanding of 
and sympathy with their countrymen as a 
whole, so that the questions of humanity and 
social justice shall not be considered by them 
as wholly inferior to the defense of vested 
rights or the upholding of liberty of contract. 
A hair-splitting refinement in decision may re- 
sult in as much damage to the community as 
if the judges were actually corrupt.”—Theo- 
dore Roosevelt in his first editorial after leav- 
ing the presidency. 











popular trust in the country was convicted in 
Judge Landis’ court the public was led to be- 
lieve that at last justice had overtaken a cor- 
poration notorious for its illicit business meth- 
ods and political influence. The setting aside of 
the $29,000,000 fine by the United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals was a grave setback.” 

Star-Gazette, Elmira, N. Y.:— 

“The law, not the jrdge, is at fault. The 
American people must accept the assertion of Mr. 
Rosenthal that the trust is ‘legally’ not guilty, but 
serious exception will be taken to his declaration 
that the trust committed no moral wrong.” 

Lewiston, Me., Journal :— 

“The judicial declaration that the Standard Oil 
trust is not guilty is based not on facts but on 
the instructions of Judge Anderson. .. . . 
That Standard Oil and other trusts contend for 
certain judges, we ascertained from such cor- 
respondence as that of Archbold and Foraker.” 


CONTRARY TO OUR SPIRIT. 

Mansfield News, Mansfield, O.:— 

“It seems that the government has lost a fight 
that may prompt trusts to further aggressions, 
but if the present law for proper regulation of 
trusts is ineffective it can be and should be 
amended. It is contrary to the spirit and genius 
of our constitution and government for any in- 
stitutions that have grown up under it to work 
any system of injustice to or oppression of the 
people.” 

Financial News, Boston, Mass. :— 

“The decision affords one more illustration, if 
it were needed, that the courts may be depended 
upon to finally do justice to all interests, not- 
withstanding popular clamor and political agita- 
tion.” 

Democrat, Rushville, Ind. :— 


the federal courts, as soon as they can get to it, 


goin’ 


wipe it out. That is the latest and most perfect 
system. It makes plenty of jobs, ‘comin’ and 
and thoroughly protects the ‘interests.’ 
When the people and the press assail the courts, 
they are frowned upon and lectured about the 
‘sacredness of the judiciary’ and given to under- 
stand that judges are not responsible to the peo- 
ple but are appointed by the executive.” 

The Leader, Cleveland, O.:— 

“The trust victories in the courts have brought 
on a crisis in which the position of corporations 
that defy or disregard the spirit of just laws is 
in peril—not the strength or efficiency of the 
United States government.” 

The Public Ledger, Philadelphia, Pa. :— 

“The final collapse of the case against the 
Standard Oil Company of Indiana, marks the 
end of the violent and arbitrary prosecutions by 
which the late administration contributed to 
throw the country into a panic.” 


WAR TO CONTINUE. 


The Plain Dealer, Cleveland, O.:— 

“The war against corporate aggression, will 
continue. If the Elkins law is inadequate to cope 
with modern conditions, it will be amended. This 
victory over the government may give the trusts 
a temporary feeling of superiority to regulation, 
but the wiser of them will not fall into the men- 
tal habit of believing themselves strong enough | 
to defy the government of the United States.” | 
The Gazette, Houghton, Mich. :— 
“We observed that Judge Landis’ action looked | 
very much like a grand stand play. We could 
see neither justice nor legal right in the verdict | 





derson is indicative of a change in public sen- 
timent. 
quite as popular now as it was a short time ago. 
Citizen, Brooklyn, N. Y.:— 

“Conservative sentiment, which all along 
viewed the $29,000,000 fine as fantastic, will ac- 
quiesce in the action of the court, but with a 
feeling that the dismissal of the case altogether 
was hardly warranted by the evidence. That the 
company profited by rebates at the expense of 
weaker competitors, has been shown. That the 
worst offender in the country should escape on 
a technicality while others less of a menace to 
our institutions have been found guilty and pun- 
ished, will be deemed regrettable.” 


LICENSE TO LAWBREAKERS. 

The Mirror, Marion O., calls it “Another Li- 
cense Granted.” , 

“A premium has been placed upon the violation 
of the laws by great corporations. It (the Stand- 
ard) has practically been given free hand to go 
ahead with its work of crushing the life out of 
all small competitors. That the court has winked 
at these practices (rebating) in a big corporation 
which it would not countenance in a small con- 
cern or an individual, is recognized.” 

The Times, Gallipolis, O.:— ; 

“This case reminds us of what Bacon, a great 
lawyer and judge, said, ‘One of the seven was 
wont to say: “That laws were like cobwebs, 
where the small flies were caught, and the great 
break through.”’ How truly prophetic of the 
results of modern prosecutions.” 

Times Democrat, Muskogee, Okla. :— 

“That decision, like nearly all the decisions of 
federal courts where a rich corporation is a party 
litigant, tends to accentuate the distrust in which 
such tribunals are and have been held by the 
public for years, and the man who says he is 
surprised, or who foresees any relief from corpo- 
rate outrage, is yet to be found, provided, how- 
ever, he is not under corporate employ and does 
not eat at the trust pie counter.” 


LET JURY DECIDE. 
The Register, Marietta, O.:—~ i 
“If the Standard Oil Company is guilty it ought 
to be punished, but only to the extent that justice 


” 





“When public sentiment succeeds in forcing 
Congress to pass any good law for the people, 





may be satisfied, A judge undoubtedly has the 


right to instrugt a jury as tg what verdict to 





bring in, but in our humble opinion it would be 
better to await the action of the jury, and then, 


if it is not in accord with the evidence, set the 
verdict aside.” 

The Times, Akron, O., under the caption, “A 
Lawless Court”—calls attention to Judge Ander- 
son’s statement, “I am not accountable to any- 
one for my decision,” and says :— 

_ “What considerations of politics or party serv- 
ices entered into his elevation the public does 
not know, they were not consulted in the matter. 
If they had been he would not be where he is. 
But there he is, and for life. As he cannot be 
dislodged by any earthly power, and as he says 
he is totally irresponsible to any. other, we can 
understand his claim of independence just after 
acquitting a notorious malefactor and a perennial 
law-breaker of a crime, the continued perpetu- 
ation of which will drive into bankruptcy every 
competitor at its will.” 

STANDARD TO PAY YET. 

The Post, Charleston, S. C.:— 

“It_might have been better for the Standard 
Oil Company if it had been made to pay some- 
thing in this case instead of getting away guilt- 
less, for the public mind has been so thoroughly 
impressed with the actual guilt of the company 
that the effect of its escape thus easily is bound 
to stir anew the feeling that it is enjoying some 
advantage of position from which it must be dis- 
lodged, and the escape of the octopus may be 

early paid for in the end.” 

The Banner, Nashville Tenn. :— 

_“The decision produces the pessimistic impres- 
sion that it is impossible to bring a very rich 


nor in the fine. * * * The decision of Judge An- | corporation to justice. * * * * The failure to con- 


vict seems in some measure to have turned on a 


It shows that corporation baiting isn’t | technicality such as it is always easy for experi- 


| enced lawyers to discover.” 


BRYAN PREDICTED IT. 
The News, Chattanooga, Tenn. :— 

“Mr. Bryan predicted that in the event of the 
election of Mr. Taft, the suit against the Stand- 
ard would be thrown out of court before the 
first of April, or within five months of the date 
| he spoke the words. It appears, therefore, that 
it has been just about five months since Mr. 
Bryan made the prediction. Isn’t that incident 
| more evidence that he is.a prophet?” 

The Republican, Lansing, Mich. :— 

“Judge Anderson has practically held that the 
government is debarred from prosecutions of 
shippers for receiving commissions under pub- 
lished rates. * * * If it stands (the decision) it 
will make still more apparent the need for the 
revision of the rate regulation laws.” 

The Times-Star, Cincinnati, O., which is owned 
by Charles P. Taft, brother of President Taft 
and financier of his presidential campaign, says: 


JOHN D.’S FACE WON’T ACQUIT. 

“How fortunate are those of us who are ac- 
cused of crimes which we can well and properly 
deny?” 

“This somewhat pessimistic remark seems to 
apply rather well to the present situation of the 
Standard Oil Company in connection with the 
$29,000,000 fine. Nothwithstanding the bland and 
childlike countenance that Mr. Rockefeller wears 
nowadays, his company has not yet succeeded in 
persuading the people of this country that it is an 
angelic corporation. At one time or another it 
has too plainly pursued tactics which were mor- 
ally wrong. * * * In some respects the great oil 
concern was fortunate when the government 
picked out the Whiting rebating case for a gen- 
eral attack. The moral guilt of the Standard in 
that case has never been cleared of reasonable 
doubt. * * * But no matter what the outcome 
of the long legal battle is, the Standard would 
make a great mistake in trying to go back to its 
old methods of destroying competition. Public 
opinion has had all of these methods that it cares 
for. If present laws are not enough to make an 
end of them, other laws should be framed that 


will do the work,” 
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HADLEY TO ATTACK INTERSTATE RATES AS HIGH 


Missouri Governor Will Take 


Roads Own Figures To Prove 


His Case With Commission 





Taking the railroad companies’ own figures on cost and earnings, Governor 
Hadley, of Missouri, will appeal to the Interstate Commerce Commission, and Con- 
gress, too, if necessary, to have the present interstate rates reduced. 

Announcement of this action came after the U.S. circuit court had knocked out 
the Missouri distance tariff and two-cent fare law. Governor Hadley, who opposed | The National Petroleum Association’s Legis- 


the court’s and roads’ method of dividing operating cost of state and interstate |\jative and Transportation Dep 


traffic on the ratio of total earnings, says the railroads’ own figures show an excessive 
percentage of profit on interstate business and that the rates should therefore be 


reduced. 





Two Courts Uphold New 
R. R. Primary Arithmetic 





Two courts in the past few weeks have upheld 
the contention that the operating costs of intra- 
state and interstate railroad traffic in a state, 
shall be determined by the ratio of intra-state 
and interstate earnings to gross earnings. Which, 
being interpreted, means that the more the intra- 
state earnings are increases the greater will be 
the operating cost shown. 

On this theory the Federal court at Kansas 
City, March 8, overthrew the Missouri two-cent 
fare passenger law and the statutory freight rate 
law. Petroleum rates are not affected because 
they were made by the Missouri railroad com- 
mission. 

This same theory, too, was sustained by the 
United States Circuit court of appeals at Little 
Rock, Ark., March 5, when Judge Jacob Trieber 
refused to go into the fact and reasoning of Judge 
Vandevanter, who had granted an injunction 
restraining the Arkansas commission from put- 
ting into effect its low fare rates. Judge Trieber 
finally agreed to hear a motion to modify the 
present Arkansas rates, March 29, the Arkansas 
commission alleging that after Judge Vandevan- 
ter’s restraining order the roads put up their 
rates 70 per cent in some cases, over the old 
rates complained against. 





CONSIDERED UNFORTUNATE. 

Although the Missouri decision does not affect 
oil rates in itself, it is looked upon by independ- | 
ent oil men as most unfortunate, in that it gives 
judicial support to what, the independents de- 
clare, is a most illogical and unjust method of 
reasoning 

Even in the Missouri case, the root of the 
trouble lies with Judge Vandevanter and _ his 
decision rendered in the Arkansas case at St. 
Paul last summer. Judge McPherson, at Kan- 
sas City, Mo., March 8, said that, given the facts 
of ton earnings, total operating cost*etc “to as- 
certain whether the result is a profit, and if so 
what per cent, or a loss, is but a problem of pri- 
mary arithmetic, as is shown by Judge Vande- 
vanter in Arkansas rate cases.” The court then 





proceeds with its little “problem in primary 
arithmetic” and holds the statutes are confiscatory | 
and hence unconstitutional. 

Governor Hadley, who as attorney general of | 


traffic should be divided in proportion to the rev- 
enue produced by the two classes of traffic with 
an added increase of cost for the doing of state 
business. 

“This theory seems to me manifestly wrong and 
absurd, as its necessary and logical result is that 
the higher the rates and the greater the revenue 
produced by the state traffic the larger would be 
the amount of expenses assigned to that traffic. 
The state contended that the expenses should be 
determined on the basis of the cost of service 
rendered in the two classes of traffic. The ques- 
tion of how these expenses should be divided was 
the one controlling question involved in the 
litigation.” 


The National Petroleum Association took an! 


active interest in the Arkansas rate suit because 
of the petroleum rates involved. The possible 
outcome of the suit is shown in the suggestion of 
Judge Triecber that the railroad commission pre- 
pate rates one-third higher than those enjoined 
by the roads, which practically means the old 
rates complained against. 





REDUCE DENVER RATES. 


I.C. C. Orders 15% Cut From The Mis- 


souri River 





Rate reductions from Chicago and St. Louis 
to Denver and Colorado common points have 
been ordered by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. The commission also held the 
Missouri river to Denver and Denver to Utah 
rates to be unreasonably high, but enters no 
order. 

The reductions are on all classes and include 
petroleum and its products in fifth class, in 
which cases the reductions are 15 per cent 
from Chicago and 6 per cent from St. Louis. 
On first class the reductions amount to 10 
per cent. 

The regular fifth class rate now in effect 
from Chicago to Colorado common points is 
77 cents a hundred. The commission has or- 
dered this reduced to 67 cents a hundred. The 
present regular fifth class rate from St. Louis 
to Colorado points is 72 cents. Petroleum and 


‘its products, however, by reason of a com-| 


modity rate from St. Louis to the Missouri, 





JOBBERS JOIN N. P. A. 


Many Are Becoming Members Of New 
Traffic Department 








Many jobbers from all over the country have 
|sent in their applications for membership in 





artments. The 
| Sapertenets are rapidly becoming the most 
‘important of the Association. 

The Association, at its last annual meeting 
at the jobbers’ request voted to admit them 
to membership in these departments. The leg- 
islative department looks after the enactment 
of fair laws for the independent oil men and 
under the direction of Secretary C. D. Cham- 
berlin, of the Association, has accomplished 
some very flattering results. 

The traffic department is under the charge 
of F. W, Boltz, traffic manager of the Associa- 
tion, who has saved members of the Asso- 
ciation thousands of dollars in getting bet- 
|ter freight rates. He but recently, and prac- 
tically single handed, obtained the cancellation 
of the 10 per cent increase to Pacific Coast 
points that the trans-continental lines put in- 
to effect January 1. 

GET MUCH BENEFIT. 

Concerning the extension of the Association 
|to jobbers, Secretary Chamberlin has issued 
| the following letter: 

“This Association in accordance with the 
resolution passed at its last regular meeting, 
is admitting jobbers to membership in these 
| departments on the payment of fifty dollars 
| Per year, payable quarterly, twelve dollars and 
fifty cents per quarter, beginning January 
i lst, 1909, 

“Many of the independent jobbers have avail- 
ed themselves of this opportunity, and such 
members have derived considerable benefit in 
the way of rates and legislation looking toward 
|their advantage and protection. We feel that 
THE NATIONAL PETROLEUM ASSO- 
CIATION should include both jobbers and re- 
finers—the Standard Oil Company practically 
| doing their own distributing, renders an asso- 
ciation ineffective which does not parallel their 
interests at least from the refinery to the con- 
sumer. 











N. P, A. HAS PRESTIGE. 

“THE NATIONAL PETROLEUM ASSO- 
CIATION has earned for itself influence and 
prestige, not only with the railroads but with 
governmental institutions both federal and 
(State. It has accumulated a vast amount of 
information, and its TRANSPORTATION 
| DEPARTMENT has a check upon practically 
ALL of the RATES APPLYING UPON PE- 
‘'TROLEUM AND ITS PRODUCTS, and 
iCONTROLLING CLASSIFICATION 
‘THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. 
“PROPER and RELIABLE INFORMA- 
/TION upon a SINGLE QUESTION may be 


Missouri, began the defense of the Missouri rate | has a through rate of 67 cents. The fifth class worth MUCH MORE to you in a year than 


and its reasoning illogical and absolutely wrong. ; 
He says that the case should be carried to the 
United States Supreme Court at once, as under | 
the court’s method of trying to get at the facts, | 
he believes no state can exercise any real control | 
over public service corporations. Although At- | 
torney General Major has not said, it is gaat 
believed that the appeal will be taken. 

R. R. EXPERTS O. K. IT. 


laws, declares the court’s decision most unjust {Tate has been ordered reduced to 63 cents,|the cost of membership. 


which gives that rate to petroleum. 
The order is effective May Ist against all 
roads in that territory. 
OPPOSING BASING LINE. 


The order was made in the case brought 


August 14, 1907, by George J. Kindel, a manv- | 


facturer of mattresses and a dealer in brass 
beds at Denver. Kindel complained that rates 


Should no question 
arise, however, the pride of belonging to such 
lan Association and the knowledge of its use- 
|fulness should it be invoked, is amply worth 
bare amount of money asked.” 


|be as unjust to Utah as the Missouri basing 
line is now unjust to Denver. After reviewing 





'from New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Omaha | the financial statements of the interested lines, 


Of the court’s method of reasoning Governor |and points taking similar Denver rates, were|the commision ordered the above noted re- 


Hadley says: |unreasonably high, as also were rates from 
“The claim that the rates fixed by the freight | Denver to Utah points. He said that because 
and passenger rate laws were unreasonably low of the Missouri river basing line, Denver was 
and, therefore, confiscatory, was based upon ex-j| discriminated against as in favor of Kansas 
pert testimony as to how the common expenses| City. The Denver Chamber of Commerce 
should be divided between state and interstate | filed an intervening petition and asked that 
traffic. The theory of the railroad experts is that | the basing line be made at that city. 
the expenses common to the state and interstate! The commission held that such action would 





ductions on through traffic and also declared 
the Missouri river to Denver and Denver to 
Utah common points rates to be excessive. 
Because of the absence of specific complaint 
against these rates the commission said it 


could enter no order, but it declared it wished 
to place its opinion on record and suggested 
that the roads make a reduction. 








Apri 


FI 


t 
] 
( 


aS SS 














April, 1909. 


NATIONAL PETROLEUM NEWS 


17 





FIXES BUT 2 DAYS 
FOR OIL SHIPMENTS 


I.C.C. Grants Independents Victory 
In L. & N. Case And Takes 
It Back 


Granting the cate of the independents, that the 
L. & N. railroad is unlawfully protecting the 
Standard Oil Co. in its monopoly, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission gives the complainants 
the minimum of betterment, by ordering the L. 
& N. to accept petroleum and its products for 
shipment on two instead of one day a week. 

This is done in a decision made March 2, in 
the complaint of The National Petroleum Asso- 
ciation and the National Refining Co. on behalf 
of refiners and independent jobbers, filed more 
than a year ago, and asking for removal of all 
time restrictions on the shipments of oils on the 
L. & N., which is the only road in the country 
limiting such shipments to one day a week. 

That the commission could so completely admit 
the case of the complainants and then turn around 
and reduce the offense against the law by a 
seventh, caused considerable surprise and com- 
ment among independent oil men. The decision 
was prepared and rendered by Chairman Knapp 
of the commission, although he did not attend 
the hearing. 

OVERTHROWS R. R. ARGUMENTS. 

The principle and most important argument of 
the L. & N. was that it could make its own re- 
quirements as to the handling of freight. This 
the commission overthrew in the following 
language, without parley: 

“It is the duty of the carrier to transport for 
all without undue discrimination or preference.” 

And to the argument of the road, in support of 
the above, that petroleum required special cars 











pany, and all of them were gathered by the 
road’s employes. They represented only an 
exceedingly small part of the shippers of that 
road. These letters were just letters, and not 
evidence in any way. They would not be per- 
mitted inside any court. 


KNAPP BREAKS CHICAGO RULE. 


“Judging from this Chairman Knapp must 
have taken ‘judicial notice’ of something else 
in that he has erred most grievously, if one 
were to accept as final the trial of the Standard 
at Chicago where the courts—with the excep- 
tion of Judge Landis—have held against no- 
ticing anything outside the bare records. 

“Outside of discovering this ‘evidence’ the 
commission grants all our contentions, admits 
the strength of our arguments and then turns 
squarely on its own decision and gives us the 
minimum possible improvement. By that act 
the commission opens up the way for a road 
to fix most any time it sees fit, even one day 
a month, for handling most any product it can 
trump up some misstatements about. If it is 
unlawful to restrict traffic to one day a week, 
and the commission says it is unlawful to do 
so and to restrict traffic at any time, then it 
must be unlawful for two days.” 


OPENS MONOPOLIZED TERRITORY. 

The commission, however, does find that the 
L. & N.’s rule gave the Standard a monopoly, 
in the following words: 

“This (rule for one day shipments) prac- 
tically results in advantage to concerns which 
have facilities for making daily deliveries by 
means of tank wagons. It is asserted by com- 
plainants that the rule was adopted and has 
been maintained for the purpose of preferring 
the Standard Oil Company. Upon that ques- 
tion we express no opinion, but the fact is 
fairly established that the operation of the 
rule, under the circumstances shown, does un- 
duly prefer large shippers with tank stations 


and hence incurred additional expense to the| from which they make deliveries by wagon.” 


carrier, the commission stated: 

“Questions of the use of additional equipment 
and the expense involved are not controlling in 
determining whether the operation of the rule 
(for one day a week) is unjust to any class of 
shippers.” 

PRESENT RULE UNLAWFUL. 

The commission concludes: 

“Under all the facts and circumstances we 
are of opinion that the rule now enforced sub- 
jects members of the complaining corpora- 
tions and other like dealers in and shippers of 
petroleum, oils and products, to undue and 
unreasonable prejudice and disadvantage, and 
is, therefore, unlawful.” 

Although the commission frankly says that 
the manner of handling oils, whether in sep- 
arate cars or with other merchandise is entire- 
ly up to the carrier, and does not weigh in the 
case at all, it asserts “the evidence in this case, 
and: in numerous others which have come be- 
fore the commission, clearly shows that there 
is more or less contamination where shipments 
of oils are transported with miscellaneous 
freight, especially food products.” 

FINDS SOME “EVIDENCE.” 

“Where the commission found this so-called 
‘evidence’ of contamination in the case I don’t 
know,” said Secretary C. D. Chamberlin of 
the Association, who tried the case. “There 
was not one iota of evidence to that effect on 
that point. The evidence that was put in on 
the subject consisted of affidavits from other 
roads in which their officers declared they had 
handled mixed carloads without damage to 
other shippers’ products, and the evidence of 
oil experts that oil, as now handled, does not 
damage other merchandise. Also there was 
evidence to show that delicate food products, 
were shipped in refrigerator and other cars 
by themselves. 

“The railroad attorneys introduced some let- 
ters, from alleged shippers, who said they 
didn’t want their products carried with petro- 
leum. Some of them didn’t even say that and 
not a ‘single one instanced a single case of 
where his products or anyone else’s products 
were damaged. Also the letters were written 





The decision will be a wedge for the inde- 


| pendents into this monopolized territory. 





Rebating Debauch Predicted 


(Continued from Page 14, Column 3.) 


rebating which the government cannot possibly 
prevent.” 

“Raymond” details how by entering into a 
long term contract with a road, a shipper can 
make his shipment “continuous” and thus escape 
punishment, and, he says: 


“CONTINUOUS” SHIPMENTS. 


“Hereafter it may be expected that the Stand- 
ard Oil Company, the beef trust, the steel trust, 
the sugar trust, the harvester trust, and other 
big shippers will take pains to see that their re- 
bates are of the continuous character so skill- 


fully -delineated by the distinguished jurists of 


the Court of Appeals. 

“Tt will not be difficult for the Standard Oil 
Company to make a contract with every rail- 
road it needs to transport its oil at a rate far 
below that provided for in the published tariffs. 
All it has to do is to go to a railroad agent and 
make a contract to carry a million barrels of 
oil, ‘or a hundred thousand carloads, or any 
other fantastic amount it sees fit to designate. 
The entire shipment, whether it were made in 
a day or in ten years, thereby becomes a single 
transaction, according to the view which the 
Court of Appeals takes of the present law, more 
particularly if the Standard Oil Company makes 
its cash settlements at long intervals. 


DEBAUCH OF REBATING IN SIGHT. 


“The present law provides a maximum penalty 
of $20,000 for each offense. If the offense was 
continuous and there was only one violation of 
the law when the vast contract was made for 
an illegal rate, the Standard Oil Company would 
be only too glad to pay $20,000 for the privilege 
of crushing out all of its competitors by a single 
stroke of the pen. The same course of pro- 
cedure would be open to every other big cor- 
poration, and as they will no longer fear the 
law it is practically certain that a perfect de- 
bauch of discriminating rebate and unfair con- 





- on-forms, in many cases issued by the. com- 


cessions to the big shippers and to the prejudice 
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REDUCES PAOLA RATE 


Commission, However, Refuses To Rec- 
ognize Kansas Distance Tariff 








The Interstate Commerce Commission has re- 
fused to recognize the Kansas distance tariff, 
as a standard of comparison, between Paola 
and Kansas City, Kansas, because the defendant 
road in the action, the St. Louis & San Fran- 
cisco R. R. Co. runs part of the. distance be- 
tween the two points in Missouri. The com- 
mission, however, reduced the rate from 8 cents 
to 7 cents a hundred. 

The commission, in a recent decision, reduced 
the rate from Paola to Kansas City, Kan., from 
8 cents a hundred to 7 cents a hundred on crude 
petroleum, while the Kansas distance tariff for 
the same distance—43.7 miles—fixes an average 
rate of 5% cents a hundred. The decision was 
made in the complaint of C. J. Hafey, of Paola, 
Kan., who November 15, 1908, alleged that he 
must have at least a three cent difference in 
the rates at Kansas City, Kan., over the Okla- 
homa producers in order to market his oil, 
because it is of a lower grade than the 
Oklahoma crude. The rate from Nowata, 
Okla., against which he complained in January, 
1908, is 10 cents per hundred pounds on crude 
for a distance of 221 miles. This is a com- 
modity rate. The regular fifth class rate, under 
the Western classification, between Paola and 
Kansas City is 10 cents a hundred 

In regard to Mr. Hafey’s declaration that his 
product needed the reduction in order to com- 
pete with a higher grade, the commission, Chair- 
man Knapp delivering, said that it was important 
that a road take into consideration the value 
of the products in making rates. 

“However,” the commission said, “when the 
carrier has established a reasonable rate for 
the transportation of a given commodity, it is 
not believed it can be required to change that 
rate to accord with the differing values of the 
same commodity produced by different shippers 
—in other words, to equalize natural business 
conditions. If this were so, the rate might be 
made to fluctuate not only to meet the value of 
the commodity, but the executive or business 
ability of each individual producer. We are, 
therefore, of the opinion that the difference in 
quality between complainant’s oil and that pro- 
duced at Nowata does not, of itself, entitle com- 
plainant to a lower rate. It is also well settled 
that, although rates established by state au- 
thority may be valuable for the purpose of com- 
parison, they are not conclusive of the unrea- 
sonableness of a relatively higher rate. There- 
fore, we are not of the opinion that complainant 
is, as a matter of right, entitled to a rate as 
low as that established by the state of Kansas 
for a similar distance. But we are of the opin- 
ion, all things considered, that the 8-cent rate 
in question, resulting in a charge of more than 
3% cents per ton per mile, is somewhat ex- 
cessive, and that a just and reasonable rate 
should not exceed 7 cents per 100 pounds.” 





of the little fellows will be inaugurated unless 
Congress sees fit to take some radical action. 

“It is likely, therefore, that during the present 
summer big shippers will be able to secure re- 
bates and concessions and unfair discriminations 
for themselves without the slightest fear of any 
really dangerous prosecution in the federal 
courts. After that time it will rest with the 
people to put an end to this condition of affairs. 
ROADS TOO POWERFUL AT CAPITOL. 

“Congress is not likely to take the initiative 
because the influence of the railroads and of the 
big shippers at the capitol is a good deal more 
powerful than it ought to be. If the people are 
aroused, however, the needed legislation will 
come. If there is no such legislation, practically 
all of the advantages gained by the hard fight 
over the railroad rate law will disappear. The 
most important section of that law was the sec- 
tion forbidding discriminations. ; 

“That the railroads and the big corporations 
will fight this legislation is practically certain, 
but that the people can secure it if they insist 
upon it is even more sure.” 
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FIELD WORK BOOMS WITH SPRING’S COMING 





Operators Have Long Been Waiting Better Weather 
Much Activity in Eastern Section 





number has had no effect on the optimism of 
the people. Although a great deal of attention 
has been given to new work and a new well 





With spring’s opening field work picked up greatly. Much new drilling is being 
planned for the summer, especially in West Virginia, Kentucky, Lima-Indiana and 
Considerable wildcatting is under way and contemplated in even the 


Illinois fields. 
older fields. 


draws a crowd, most folks have been interest- 
ed particularly in the market quotations of the 
several hundred stock companies of the sec- 
tion. This market exploitation, however, is 
expected to quiet down as the weather opens 


Completion of pipe lines and reports of new pipe line construction, has given |"P for more easy field work. Columbiana, Jef- 


heart to the discouraged mid-continent producer, although the six months shut-down 
is expected to go into effect early in April. 


Enough new producers are coming 
the Gulf Coast fields to keep up interest. 


Pennsylvania.—Drilling on city property at 
Bradford has created most interest of any re- 
drilling of old leases." New completions for first 
four weeks of March, 137 with average daily pro- 
duction of 194 barrels; 26 dry. Seep Agency 
places market quotation of $1.25 on black crude 
of Mercer county. 

Southeastern Ohio.—Wildcatting brings many 
dry holes; activity in general over all pools and 
centers in Fairfield county district. Completions 
for four weeks of March numbered 119 averaging 
547 barrels daily; dry holes 50. 

West Virginia.—Drill brings in many good 
wells averaging 30 to 40 barrels in Lincoln county 
field; Bickel Brothers get 25-barrel well in ad- 
vance territory in Calhoun county; 200 barrel 
gusher in Monongalia county; Completions 148, 
averaging daily 821 barrels; dry holes 48. 

SEEK NEW LAND. 

Kentucky.—Meade county developments cause 
new land to be leased to southeast toward Bowl- 
ing Green; Wolfe and Wayne counties foremost 
in work; completions 20, avering 92 barrels; and 
dry holes 8. 

Lima, Indiana.—Revival of interest in old fields 
especially in Ohio, sends many workers out after 
new land around the old territory. Very active 
season is being prepared for. Completions 122, 
averaging 741 barrels daily; dry holes 10. 

Illinois.—New territory is being wildcatted for 
north of East St. Louis, between Illinois and 
Mississippi rivers. Everybody is hunting for a 


ferson, Perry and Fairfield counties are in the 
spot light and of these Fairfield with its Clin- 
ton limestone, stands out like the fat lady in 
the chorus. The Homeworth pool is being 
pushed a bit to the east with two fair pro- 
ducers. Monroe county laid claim, during 
March, to a 125-barrel well and Washington 
county to one of the gusher type of 200 barrels. 


LIMA-INDIANA. 


NORTHWESTERN OHIO is expected to 
show what an old territory can do during the 
coming summer. Old leases will be drilled 
over and considerable poking around outside 
the proven spots will be done. Wood county 
has been working along nicely with Sandusky 
and Allen counties right behind. Many deep 
test wells into the Trenton limestone will be 
put down and if they prove fruitful another oil 
boom may strike the territory. 

INDIANA suffered from a shortage of gas 
during the winter and many hundreds of wells 
were idle but with better weather these will 
be started again. The bad weather also made 
the roads impassable. The summer will see 
some new work tried and new fields tested. 


ILLINOIS. 

WINTER WEATHER outside of putting a 
damper on much new work, did not affect the 
general business of the Illinois fields which 
kept up a good gait all winter. For the past 
several weeks the roads have been so good that 
wild-catters are busy pecking away at about 
a fourth of the state. Many Eastern oil men 
are busy in the field. Lawrence county devel- 
oped what promises to be a 200-barrel well at 
1,854 feet recently. Crawford county has been 
leading in the development work and it also 


a ed 
in, in Sour Lake and Jennings districts of 


spot to locate a we]l of his own and big season 

is assured. Pipe lines still unable to care for en- 

tire production. Completions 237, with average 

daily production of 3890 barrels; dry holes 38, 
NEW PIPE LINES READY. 

Mid-Continent.—Increased pipe line facilities 
in prospect. Line for the new Cudahy Refining 
Company at Coffeyville completed and it is re- 
ported that the Gulf Refining Company will build 
a line from Caddeo fields to Port Arthur, and 
also one from Glenn pool. Texas Company’s line 
completed to Flat Rock. Prairie Company’s runs 
dropped from daily average of 86,000 barrels in 
| January to 78,000 in March. Gulf line showed in- 
crease for March of 600 a day. 

Gulf Coast.—Falling off in production of some 
500 barrels a day shown in fore part of March; 
southeast Texas, March 15, credited with 27,910 
barrels and Louisiana with 9,815. Thirty-three 
wells completed in first half of March, 25 pro- 
, ge at start 2,205 barrels; the balance were 

ry. 

California.—Standard Oil made public for Feb- 
ruary for first time in California field’s history, 
its pipe line reports. This company is credited 
with handling about 20 per cent of the total pro- 
duction. Runs totaled 808,036 with daily average 
of 28,858 barrels. Independent Producers’ Agency 
at Bakersfield has confirmed figures that January 
1, daily average of over-production was 6,000, and 
that since this has been increased 4,000. Market 
conditions, however, are considered healthy. 








FROM THE WELLS IN DETAIL 


APPALACHIAN, 

Small wells are coming in regularly in the 
older Pennsylvania field. Among the few sur- 
prises in wells was the Giles well on the Camp- 
bell farm in the old McBride field, which, sev- 
eral days after being shot, gently spouted some 
25 barrels a day. 


The town of Bradford is busy on town lot 
operations. On an acre and a half there are 
reported to be eight producing wells. An old 
gas well on the McGuire farm near McKees 
Rock, Allegheny county, is now credited with 
15 barrels a day. The New Portland Cement 
Company, with a test well in Lawrence county 
near Waghpum, has a two-barrel affair in the 
Berea grit at a depth of 300 feet. 

IN WEST VIRGINIA everyone is getting 
ready for spring weather to start more holes 
and get out into new territory surrounding the 
present known pools. Near Wellsburg, Roane 
county, the Panther Run Oil Company has a 
large gas well a half-mile ahead of previous 
development. A 300-barrel gusher has been 
found on the Schrader farm, Ritchie county, 


—_—|has shown a fair percentage of dry holes. 
WORK ON THE NEW LINE of the Tide- 
water Pipe Line Company from Bradford, 
Pa., to Big Creek, is being pushed and now 
but 100 of the 600 and more miles remain to 
be laid. The company has also built a big 
pumping station on Big Creek west of Stoy 
and has increased its office equipment. 
SEVERAL GOOD SIZED DEALS have 
been made here in the past month, one when 


the Kewanee Oil Company, F. L. Potts et al, 
(Continued on Page 19, Column 1.) 


INDIANS GET RICH 
Take Big Royalties From Oil Lands In 


which has centered interest there. Lincoln 
county, however, is still leading in operations 
| with Roane a good second. During the latter 
/part of March, Harrison county forged ahead 
\for a bit, with a 200-barrel gusher and several 
more steady producers in the Clay district on 
Coon Run. 


OVER IN KENTUCKY attention is cen- 
tered upon what new territory south of Louis- 
ville and over Bowling Green way will do dur- 
ing the summer. The bad condition of the 
roads all winter hindered operations greatly 
and practically shut off all explorations. Test 
work in Cumberland river section of Knox Oklahoma 
rime i bringing he a 60-barrel pumper, offers 
good promises for future work there. he : 
sand was at 500 feet and the oil seemed df te The rig ot the Cherokee and wo 
of good quality. Extensions are being added nations in Oklahoma took in _oeary two mi- 
to the Parmleysville pool, one strike of 25 bar- | #0" Gollars in royalties on oil lands last year, 
rels being some distance outside the present | Trgia ag to He este of Dene Ht. Baieez, 1. © 
i. | Indian Agent at Muskogee. He says collections 


of $1,692,627 for the year on some 10,000 ac- 
IN SOUTHEASTERN OHIO dry holes | counts were made. 


; _ ol In 1904 but $1,300 were col- 
have been developing at what would ordinarily | lected on royalties. During 1908, 5,061 new 

















be corisidered a most unhealthy rate, but their | leases were approved by the department. 
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DRILLERS ORGANIZE — PRODUCTIONS 


Ohio Workers Plan To Form An Organ- Wildeatting still booming in southeastern 
ization | Ohio. 

Oil workers of southeastern Ohio are laying | 
plans for the organization of The National As- | 
sociation of Oil Workers, to comprise all the} Good producer found on lease in Scott Hol- 
stockholders, promoters, drillers, field men, tool | low, N. Y., by Wyvell Oil Co. 
dressers, company officers and every one else 
connected with oil production. One meeting has| Twenty barrel well struck by Morck, Windsor 
already been held in an oil stock exchange at & Co. at Marshburg, Pa. It is No. 4. 
Zanesville, O. | 

| Bradford, Pa., going 4,000 feet down, 1,000 be- 
From The Wells | low Bradford sand,” in search of oil. 
(Continued from Page 18, Column 3.) 





Oil wells in Perry county, Ohio, being cleaned 
for re-pumping. 

















| Osage field, Jefferson county, Ohio, reported 
paid $200,000 for 600 acres containing 75 wells to be producing over 800 barrels a day. 

of the Crescent Oil & Gas Company in Craw- | 
ford county. Goodman Bros. also sold some 
80 acres with 24 wells in Cumberland county 
near Casey for $45,000. 


MID-CONTINENT. | Sapp Oil Co.’s No. 5 on A. M. Wiles’ farm, 
A NEW FACTOR in the mid-continent oil | Jefferson county, Ohio, yields 200 barrels daily. 
trade is nearly ready to take its place. It is» 
the Cudahy Refining Company, and its pipe | 
line, held in the name of the Nowata Pipe Line 
Company, at Coffeyville, Kansas. The com- 
pany is one of the largest independent concerns 
in the field and is a member of The National 
Petroleum Association. The refining company 
will use what is known as the “continuous” 
process in its refining, which will handle much 
more oil, it is said, than the old method. The | 
pipe line has just been completed and was put 
in operation March 20. It runs from the wells 
of the Superior Oil & Gas Company at Alluwa 
to Coffeyville. The first division is of three 
inch pipe, the next three miles of three and | tent of 386,433 barrels in January, the runs be- 
one-half inch and the last four and one-half, | jng 438,252 and the deliveries 824,685 barrels. 
of four inch pipe. The line will handle about | 
5,000 barrels a day. | Monroe county, Ohio, pool produces aan bar- 
_|rels a day. A 350-barrel gusher came in from it 
ose eave eeieney ans sqpadrggeter — iit | for the Longfellow Oil & Gas Co., in February. 
er various heated rounds with the legislatures | 


. = etre the chief hi men was at! Two hundred barrel well drilled in on W. E. 
uthrie, ahoma, over the Yeager-Strain | p-; : . 
pipe line bill. Despite the overloaded condi- Finley farm, Bridgeport township, Lawrence 


tion of the market, the demand for the crude | county, Ill, by Shafer, Smathers, et al. It's No. 


is reported to be good. The Gulf Pipe Line | * 


Company is reported to have made a contract | 
with the Quaker Oil Company, owned by the 
Jennings’, for 100,000 barrels delivered to tank 
steamer at Port Arthur for the Pure Oil Com- 
pany at Philadelphia. 


TWO LARGE OIL land sales have been 
completed in the last month. Robert Gal- 
breath, who discovered Glenn pool, has sold 
all his Glenn holdings, consisting of some 1,280 , . 
acres with 69 wells producing 3,000. barrels) _ Old operators returning to Loma, Ohio, field 
daily, to J. E. Crosbie, of Tulsa, Okla., for | from southwest fully content to go after small 
$700,000. “Galbreath for several years was a| Pumping wells. Much drilling anticipated for 
partner of Frank Chesley. H. EF. Sinclair and the warmer months. 

R. F. Litchfield, of Independence, Kans., sold | 
to Holland parties 400 acres of 50 wells produc- 


ing 2,500 barrels daily,’ Sor $550,000 cash. /good production, near Rushville, Fairfield coun- 
GULF COAST. ty, Ohio, by Kerr Company. 

SOUR LAKE in Texas, and Caddo and} 

Mooringsport in Louisiana, are the chief cen- 
ters of activity in this territory. There is con- : 
siderable extension work in progress at Sour | weather wintry. Some 20,000 wells have been 
Lake and much more planned. The Orange Oil | drilled in the county all told. 
Company is drilling and several other com- | L 
panies have surrounded its lease with more | 
drills. The rest of Texas, in an oil way, is 
feeling rather blue. 


THE OPENING OF the spring contracting 
season for fuel oil has stiffened the markets a | 
bit and oil men are promising themselves 4| promen fields, southeastern Ohio, show much 
still better condition. The Navaro Refining | activity by operators. Many new companies be- 
Company advanced the price of Powell heavy | ing organized and drilling is being rapidly pushed. 
crude 2 cents; and Henrietta, or Petrolia light, | Monarch Oil & Gas Co., $50,000 capital stock, 
2 cents, making both 50 cents. \Judge John T. Pyle, president, and Mayor 

THE GULF REFINING COMPANY at Charles C. Chapelear, secretary, of New Lex- 
Evangeline, La., brought in a well that is re-| ington, just organized. It holds many leases on 
ported to be going steadily at 700 barrels a| supposedly valuable land. Middletown Oil & 





No. 14, on W. B. Ervin’s lease at Kossuth, 
_N. Y., completed and will be good producer. 








Barrel well completed on Kenyon farm, south- 
west of Bolivar, N. Y., by Kenyon & Wilson. 
It’s No. 2. 





Arthur B. Henry, Bradford, Pa., leaves United 
| Natural Gas Co. as superintendent to look after 
his own production. 





_ Illinois field, January, produced 2,949,493 bar- 
'rels, of which 1,903,286 were delivered; stocks 
for January, 25,876,529. 





Stocks in Lima field were drawn on to ex- 











Island Creek pool, near Osage, Jefferson 
‘county, Ohio, shows 250 barrels a day. More 
| wells in contemplation will double this produc- 
tion. 

| Japanese are California’s largest foreign buy- 
‘ers of crude. Much Oklahoma oil is also being 
| sold them and loaded on their tank steamers at 
'Port Arthur, Texas. 








Two hundred barrel gusher struck on Robert 
Kerr farm, adjoining Holliday farm, which has 





Wood county, Ohio, develops 130 and 170 bar- 
rel wells, despite its being an old field and the 





Lancaster, Fairfield county, Ohio, has two 
oil stock exchanges doing a land office business 
with stock of several score of local companies. 
Shares are from $1.00 to $25.00 at par and many 
are quoted several hundred per cent higher. 





day. The Meathers Oil Company’s operations | Gas Co., incorporated recently by John Schmeltz- 
| er and others, at $50,000, will also drill in field. 


at Lake Charles are drawing attention. 





WR et nw nme = 





MARKETS 








CRUDE AT WELLS. 


from wells: 








1909. 
| Pennsylvania Garks Gigi ee. bb1.$1.78 
| Second cated! a5 8 VERA 1.78 
Le ee 1.78 
| Cabiells Psin .c3 . dicion. ada 1.32 
Mercer: black’. . . ii iu. is pei divin 1.25 
New Castle, (Paced, i. ocica, JK 1.22 
Coshingi: Paria. 120. stb ice 1.14 
Bethel) Pas i060. 60 SOA. 1.78 
Nosth: Lima, ’Oi. cdi oc siede ck 1.04 
South: Gimme On 2H va eel .99 
biGiamee i ise A 99 
Princeton, : Inds: . 2 ii i. PRCT A ' .68 
Somerset, Ky., 32 deg. and above .90 
Ragland; Ky. fv ccciee swine .60 
Castes Gib. wks, Ue. RET .68 
Illinois, heavy, below 30 deg.... .60 
Kansas and Ind. Ter., 32 deg. 

Od Wee s Fb dETES eFE Al 
BN 8 iN RI a BB .28 
Corsicana, Tex., light........... .70 
ae ag ee De oe eS ae 50 
pRB ERS 5 ee 50 
Mss bra cin wn ces snes saline .60 
ee, (Rae cba nos > s deans 53 
SOE AMD, BOM nnn xtntanvnbatinn 53 
Jennings, LR ij cde dndccdeceded a 54 
RT AR i Pee 52 
Spmeesegs so wi Fb A AAS 55 
BUD. cesenscees<éweTeRceesses 53 
DOWN: eccrine + cade edd «inadeche 50 
Les :Anpales, .Cala.oc csivnies odes 85 
Segsta BEATUR: «oes o cccasakele che 1,00 
Oe OPP err ee .60 
| CAME f.ois:c score cnn cotiledwattie te .60 
| Canadian Oil: 
| Peseeheic; cuisicic da Enis che diene 1.44 
Oil springs, less pipeage ...... 1.51 





Prices paid by pipe lines for crude delivered 


1908. 


22 


REFINED—JOBBING LOTS. 


In barrels, pkgs. included. 
| 130 fire test, S. W....s.seceeeee 

| 150: fieeiteat, Wi Woes scicievs vies 
in bulk from tanks........ 


| 200 fire test 


Naphtha,; Ante i: ..sccicvde cVsisiev'e 
Naphtha, V.’M. & P. deod...... 
Gasoline—86 deg. ........5+000. 
| Stove 


alll 


ee 


Jobbing Lots. 


®QOOO 


ever eee eee eee eee eeeeeeee 





EXPORTS 
Both Years, in Gallons, 





®OOO 


By Ports From January 1 to March 26 of 





1909. 1908. 
NOW Vet oo. ods mks 180,413,342 186,884,172 
Philadelphia .......... 102,268,954 133,588,476 
OMNES ok aait wndsdmeeens 79,472 27,746 
New Orleans .......... 184,041 226,241 
Bae ale. «. «oss can sca.aktmemie 3,562,347 
San Frané¢isco ......... 20,626,820 28,121,678 
| TN « Cutise: s'eceninbwieks 303,572,629 352,410,660 





| EASTERN PIPE LINE RUNS 


|Including All Fields West as Far as 
and Standard’s Illinois Oil. 





Indiana 


Total to March 24 from January Ist: 
| Renee i 10s. V8 bs otis TAU gel 3,784,507 bbls. 


Deliveries ..... re Pe ER er 5,281, 





j 
| 
} 


MID-CONTINENT RUNS. 


157 bbls. 


Jamey J70 1. ccked awh debed 3,630,029 bbls. 
FPORROEG oda tirak apateeedsy 3,204,582 bbls, 
DELIVERIES. 

\Januasy oli Ni Kise ideedes 3,142,851. bbls. 
Febrigtry). 2 i ois cicicicuvitle oe ees 2,658,899 bbls. 
| PUT IN TANKS. 

Janniiey 650035 0256008 sid aae 487,178 bbls. 
| February * 25. dcacsicevecccsccney 545,683 bbls. 
| STOCKS TO MARCH 1. 

tPrawic Qeltiir. < i% f.5 vititee den 39,860,437 bbls. 
RGEC eFC ia  etha ea ed 4,866,000 bbls. 
PT eens Celis. beh S. Fao ie ae 1,500,000 bbls. 
| Fotal stocks .....2....0000- 46,226,437 bbls, 
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CANADIANS FIND NEW OIL FIELD; 


OTHER PROSPECTS ARE IN SIGHT 


Canadians are rushing to what promises to be 
a new field near Glencoe and Newberry, Ontario. 
Petrolea oil men in January finished drilling 
a well that, when shot, had 250 feet of oil in 
the hole and some gas. | 


Other operators are getting to the territory 
and leasing everything in sight. Predictions are 
that the field will prove a good one. 

The drilling of the test well came about 
through good head work on the part of some 
Petrolea men. The scarcity of Canadian pro- 
duction caused them to look around for more. 
Oil had been found in the neighborhood of the 
two villages of Glencoe and Newberry for the 
past twenty years but in small quantities. The 
Petrolea men finally located a strip of land lying 
southeast by northwest about eight miles long 
and from three to five miles wide in Mosa town- 
ship. This had never been drilled upon. They 
considered it the most favorable part of the 
country. The well first drilled was about three 
miles north of Newberry. The oil is said to 
be light and about as good as the Dutton and 
Bothwell fields. It was found in a formation 
having a middle of lime and a lower of soap- 
stone, like the old Petrolea fields. 


DRILL NEAR SULPHUR 
MINE IN LOUISIANA 


Search for oil about the big sulphur mine of | 
Louisiana has been begun by a company of Lake 
Charles, La., and Beaumont, Tex., men. A der- | 
rick has already been erected on some 1,060) 
acres of leased land and the necessary piping | 
and equipment ordered. 

The land is about six and a half miles north | 
of Sulphur, La., on the Eddy & Gunn rice farm. | 
An artesian well was drilled there recently that 
showed strong indications of oil, although the 
well was put down for only 320 feet. The 
showing lead to the organization of the Meathers 
Oil Co. of Lake Charles, La., with H. Meathers 
of that town for president. 

Experts, in the past, have reported that the 
sulphur mine region showed the presence of 
oil. Some efforts were made to get it but they 
were not successful. 


MANY SEEK OIL IN 
ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS 


Oil is being sought on a big scale in Orange 
county, near Beaumont, Texas. One company 
and a syndicate have been formed in the past 
two weeks and several more—one for a million 
dollars—are in immediate prospect. 

So far hopes are based on one old well on 
the Block farm and indications of oil while 
recently drilling a well on Moses Hatton’s farm. 
The Block well was put down with a couple 
of others several years ago. It filled up with 
water. Experts now say it can be worked if 
bailed. Within the past few weeks Moses Hatton 
has put down a 3,000 foot artesian well near 
his house. When indications of oil were found 
he was asked by several men to send the well 
deeper but refused because of its close proximity 
to his house. 

Talk of this and the Block well brought a 
half dozen experts to the field, who immediate- 
ly pronounced it a good prospect. Just how big 
it will get none of them would say, but their 
reports have stirred up the country. 


STARK HEADS COMPANY. 


























W. H. Stark, general manager of the pm 
Moore Lumber Co., with other wealthy men | 
organized the Orange Oil Co. at $10,000 coviat 
stock and bought the oil rights to some 150 
acres of land from Charles Block. A contract | 
to begin drilling by April 19 was signed. 


organized to drill on the Hatton farm. They 
will begin operations before the Stark com- 
pany probably. S. O. Scroggins, an old driller 





of the Jennings and Welsh fields, will have 
charge. 

In addition to these many other companies 
are being talked of and one Chicago man, who 
owns land which he recently tried to sell at 
$15 and $20 an acre, has withdrawn it from 
the market and is organizing a company. 


The artesian well on the Hatton place showed | 


oil strata at 300 feet and again at 550 feet. In 
the latter the sand seemed to be about 3 feet 
thick and oil flowed freely from it while the 
drill was working there. 


WILL PUSH OLD WELL 
FURTHER IN NEBRASKA 








The Otoe Development Company of Nebraska 
City, Neb., has decided to proceed further with 
drilling in that city. Two years ago it went 
down 1,050 feet without result when the stock- 
holders got cold feet and refused to put up 
any more money. Recently the same company 
went down 850 feet south of the city with such 
promising results that the old hole will be drilled 
to 1,500 and perhaps 2,000 feet. The company 
is after whatever it can find, but expects oil. 


OKLA. REGULATES 





ALL PIPE LINES NOW 


Legislature Finally Passes Measure 
Making Them Common Car- 
riers And Purchasers 





The first move to make oil pipe lines really 
common carriers was made last month by the 
Oklahoma legislature when it passed _ the 
Yeager-Strain pipe line bill. 

This requires all pipe lines to be either com- 
mon purchasers or common carriers and in the 
last event they cannot own prodaction. 

The measure as originally introduced by 
Senator Yeager and claimed to have been 
drawn by Attorney General West, was fought 
most vigorously by the Midcontinent Oil & 
Gas Producers’ Association, which organiza- 
tion was successful in having some amend- 
ments added. But Attorney General West, by 
personal appeal, protected the substance of the 
original bill. 

As a result of the passage of the bill, many 
producers are bewailing its direful effect on 


the business. The Prairie Oil & Gas Company, | 
against whom the bill was particularly aimed, | 


has announced its lack of poignant interest in 


the oil business and has let its runs drop from | 
an average of 80,000 barrels a day to 78,000) 
barrels daily. Standard Oil interests are quite | 


loudly proclaiming that the bill will ruin the 
mid-continent business, but other less biased 
interests can see some measure of good in the 
new law, while at the same time noticing its 
defects. 
CUT OUT PRICE REGULATIONS. 

The amendments obtained by the opposi- 
tion to the bill eliminate the requirement that 
a common purchaser pay a “reasonable” price 
for his crude; require less reporting of own- 
ers’ names, etc., of a pipe line company to the 


state, and reduce the penalty by cutting out | 


the obligatory penitentiary sentence, and $10,- 
000 to $50,000 fine for second offenses. Also 
the amendments eliminate the forfeiture of 
charter of any guilty company. 

The bill is not altogether clear on all points. 
One amendment, for instance, says, “said . pen- 
alties shall not be exclusive of civil liability,” 


| which is taken to mean that civil damages can- 
A syndicate of well-to-do farmers has been |not be obtained after a violator of the law has | million is to 


been fined. Nor is the bill absolutely clear 
about the company that owns a private pipe 
line run for its own crude to its own refinery: 


or delivery, point and which does not pretend 
'to do a public business. According to the be- 
lief of many mid-continent refiners these pri- 
‘vate pipe lines are not disturbed. Yet the 
clause covering this point is not clear, when it 


says: 
BILL NOT CLEAR. 

“All persons, firms, associations and corpo- 
rations are exempt from the provisions of this 
act where the nature and extent of their busi- 
ness is such that the public needs no use in 
the same, and the conduct of the same is not 
a matter of public consequence.” 

Under this clause, it is pointed out, the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company, for instance, 
might declare that the “extent” of its business 
is such as to properly care for all consumers’ 
needs, if the consumer of oil be considered as 
the “public” mentioned; while at the same 
time it could be argued of a private pipe line 
that the carrying of a neighbor’s oil is of 
,“public consequence.” 

‘The law stipulates a maximum fine of $500 
for a test case and it is probable that this will 
be taken advantage of in a trial action soon. 
It will require a court decision to clear up all 
points in the law. 


WOMAN WAS OPERATOR 


Her Estate Disposed Of At Public Auc- 
tion In Wood County 











The last effects of Jane W. Stone, famous 
as the woman oil operator of top boots and oil 
skins of Wood county, Ohio, many years ago, 
have been sold at auction at Bowling Green, O., 
by the assignee and receiver of the estate. The 
proceeds, amounting to almost $30,000, it is 
said, will just about clear the indebtedness. 

Miss Stone fell heir to a large amount of 
|property in Wood county in the early days of 
the oil excitement. She operated the business 
-herself and in boots and oil skins personally 
supervised the drilling and running of the wells. 
She became wealthy, built a fine home in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and went into other enterprises. 
She was always fearful of being victimized, but 
despite her fear she became so heavily involved 
|in losing ventures that in her last years, she 
was forced to assign. Her Wood county land 
was allowed to lie idle. She did not survive the 
worries of the litigation and died a year ago. 

Clarence Potter, oil operator and farmer, 
paid $11,875 for 160 acres of her land in Portage 
township, and R. T. Dobson paid $16,230 for 136 
acres in Henry township, supposed to be rich 
in oil, at the assignee’s sale. These figures were 
two-thirds of the appraised value. 


TURKEY PLANS A TRUST 


Government Will Sublet Oil Industry 
As A Monopoly 











| Turkey is planning a petroleum monopoly to 
|have complete charge of its sale and distribu- 
|tion in that empire. British capitalists are said 
to be expecting the privilege of running this 
trust. 

| These reports come from Consul-General G. Bie 
| Ravndal, of Beirut. In this connection it might 
| be noted that the Sultan, in the search for more 
money for the government, has turned over sev- 
eral score of concessions to the Ottoman govern- 
ment, and among them is the naphtha in the dis- 
trict of Bargiri in the province of Van. 

The Turkish petroleum monopoly is to follow 
\closely on the successful formation of the Turk- 
ish match monopoly, which is being run by a 
British syndicate. Under the former method of 
distributing matches the Turkish government got 
/some $388,800 out of it a year while under the 
monopoly the government’s share will be nearly 
| $1,000,000 and yet the matches will be cheaper, to 
the common people, so the monopolists say. The 
go up for a $120,000,000 loan. 

| After the petroleum monopoly is settled the 
/government will take up alcohol, playing cards 
,and cigarette papers. 
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Americans To Persist 
In Efforts To Strike 
Oil Pool In Columbia 


Lack of well drilling supplies have halted the 
drilling of a test well in a 40,000 acre lease in 
Columbia, Central America, according to mem- 
bers of the Martinez Oil Co., of Beaumont, 
Tex., who have returned home to make these 
purchases. The members are Barr C. Averill, 
W. H. Cunningham and F. C. Smith. They 
say they have a hole down 1,000 feet with fine 
prospects of getting oil. This is near Cartagena, 
Columbia. The Beaumont people claim to be 
the first to take advantage of the reports in 
Humbolt’s travels of the presence of oil in that 
country. 
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OHIOANS TO AFRICA 
| 


Findlay Men Leave To Work In New 
Oil Fields There | 


Five Findlay, O., oil men sailed for Central) That the semi-centennial of Col. Drake’s dis- 
Africa, March 29, to relieve other Findlay men | covery of oil be marked on the site of the old 
drilling wells for the Nigerian Bitumen Cor- | well near Titusville, Pa., August 28 of this year, 


poration, Ltd. of England. | by some ceremony, is the suggestion of Secre- 


The Findlay men | m A : 
are bound to secrecy, to reveal nothing about Pespd C. D. Chamberlin, of The National, Pe- 





| Would Honor Discovery 
Of Col. Drake With Due 
Ceremony At His Well 























Bremen Is Taking One Grand 
Plunge Into Oil Stock “Specs” 








The oil speculation craze has struck the new 
Bremen field in Fairfield and Perry counties, 
Ohio. Farming and other normal pursuits 
have been given up for plunging in oil stocks 
and wells. 

The whole countryside, from grandfather 
down to small grandson, is scraping together 
its dollars and nickels to buy stocks of pro- 
ducing—mostly prospective producing—com- 
panies that now number more than_,a hundred, 
while there are more than 400 companies in 
the southeastern Ohio district. When two or 
three are gathered together, whether at home 
or on the street or lane, it’s in the name of 
oil and stock dickers are promptly started. 
Every town boasts of a stock exchange and 
some of two, while exchanges are springing 
into existence in the towns and villages around 
the field, and half a dozen have come to life in 
Columbus. 

Next to what the various stocks are selling 
at, in public interest, is what the “Old Bremen 
Company” is doing. To that institution is 
credited the opening of the field. J. E. Purvis, 
its principal stockholder, after many attempts 
that cost him, he says, $20,000 and that extend 
back to twenty years ago, two years ago tried 
again, leased more than 10,000 acres of what 
he considered the best oil land and struck oil. 
The stock of his company, which almost went 
begging at $25, par value, is now up to $610 
a share. The company now is getting about 
700 barrels daily from 28 of 35 wells it has 
drilled. The first well came in in July, 1907, 
and by April Ist of this year the company had 
paid 500 per cent in dividends on a capital 
stock of $23,415. In March of this year it paid 
two dividends of 50 per cent each. 


FEW SMALL PRODUCERS. 
This company has subleased some of its land 
to other companies that are now paying very 
well. And around the outskirts some fifteen 


LaCroix Starts His Own Company 


J. L. LaCroix, well known operator in south- 





eastern Ohio, who claims to have drilled some | 
700 wells for D. A. Cameron & Sons, and for 


the past eight years has been with the Pure 


Oil Company, has gone into business for him- 
self by organizing The LaCroix Oil & Gas 
Company of Lancaster, O. It has $25,000 capi- 
tal stock and leases on 1,082 acres in Wash- 
ington county, Ohio. There are six producing | at St. Petersburg, which they fear will develop! or two has been blown. 


sands in the territory. 


























tia ide oo on |troleum Association. 
elim gn pete tigglitts fy | ™ It will be just fifty years from that date when 
i r , rake got the oil that caused the rush of peo- 
subsidy from England. ple to the district and caused it to be developed 
The five new workers are: Clarence Mc- |into the biggest oil center in the world, and oil 
Manus, John Lowry, John Parks, Al Hurd and | to be one of the world’s largest industries. 

1 W ilson T. Taylor. | “Much is due to old.Col. Drake for his dis- 
|covery and some ceremony or memorial at the 
old well would be most fitting,” said Secretary 
|Chamberlin. — “Quite a gathering of oil men 
could be easily obtained; in fact, several thou- 
sand might be got together. Nothing of the 
_kind has ever been done, that I know of, and 
|as it will be fifty years yet before we can have 
|a centennial I should think it advisable to cele- 
|brate now. . 

_ “Such a gathering would also prove of great 
lother companies are getting anywhere from 6|able value to theme Sore: public ‘anette 
| to 50 barrels a day a well. The total daily pro- | could be obtained and perhaps even Pe Presi- 
|duction of the field from some half-hundred | gent might be prevailed upon to attend. I 
iwells is placed at 1,300 barrels, according to | should like to hear what oil men in general 
the runs of the Standard Oil pipe line, to | think of the idea.” . 

Eureka, W. Va. 

The Old Bremen Company has ordered 40 | 
|more derricks for immediate delivery. Fifteen | OHIO HAS SIX SANDS 
a are now drilling in the company’s leases | 

/and by next fall it is predicted by some of the 2 , ; 

more optimistic 250 holes will have been put State Geologist Tells Of Oil Formation 

/down by all the companies. | In His State 

[ep cteages the head of the original com- | 

pany, is also interested in a lot of others. His | : 
presence in a company is now taken as a good wn d: - Brownocker, ot the Ohio gco- 
luck sign. Purvis locates all the spots for | -8'<4 ey ne of 1S quoted In on interview, 
drilling. He says his good fortune is the re- lo ss to the six oil sands of Ohio, as fol- 
sult of years of experience. Ptirvis goes in ai - : : ; F 

for results only as is shown by the fact that| “Ohio has six big oil producing rocks or 
he draws but $50 a month from the Old |S4ds, with many of lesser importance. First 

‘Bremen Company for running it and last year |'8 the Cow Run sand, or 140-foot sand, which 

drew $10 all told for running a fairly prosper- |CtOPS Out of the surface back of Glouster. A 
ous subortlinate company. Purvis, however, | Well drilled into it near Joy, east of Glouster, 
estimates his income now at $3,725 a month. Tr — pee SOG S Sa ee Per - 
|The Macksburg-500, Big Injun and Perea fol- 
FIELD SIXTEEN MILES LONG. |low in order as the earth is penetrated. 
According to tests made so far the field ex-| “Next is the Clinton, from which the 
|tends northwest to southeast, from Rushville | Bremen oil is taken. Generally it is the gas- 
to Shawnee, a distance of sixteen miles, and is | bearing rock, and when gas is exhausted the 
about seven miles wide. In the upper field | wells are sunk to the Trenton rock for oil. 
the maximum depth of wells is given as 2,75 The new field is practically the first instance 
a aes — ae a er te oe _where oil has been found in paying quantities 
: ere is mixed rock and |in the Clinton in Ohio. It has an average 
shale, some slate and then 800 feet of Niagara | depth of about 20 feet, but lies over 600 or 700) 
limestone, 150 more shale and then Clinton | feet of shale, in which some oil may be stored 
— heewseh sme a = ae ae rr 30 | yes is drawn through the Clinton rock. Lima 
, s ces it is eet deep. | oil is fro c on.” 
oe a few of the wells are being pumped, — eile asco’ re 
the rest flowing slowly from gas pressure. The 
oil obtained is of the Pennsylvania grade for BURMA GETS GUSHER 
which the producer has been getting $1.78 a 
barrel. 
The Standard, through its Buckeye Pipe Consul Report Says Well Flows 160,000 
Line, is charging the producer 20 cents a bar- Gallons Daily 
rel to run his oil to Eureka, W. Va., which is 
four cents less than the rail rate which the A 160,000 gallon gusher has been found in 
producer paid when the field was first opened. | deep sand in Burma, reports Consul E. A. Wake- 
field, of Rangoon. He says: 

-— SS ee te |, Ce nae een weneeieen nae se at a 

: : . depth of some: 1,350 feet, in the Yenangyaung 

Russian Production Declines field, of.oil which is now. giving ie weer 

ak . : | flow of 160,000 gallons daily. 1e deepest bor- 

A decline of 1% per cent in the production of | i1¢ hitherto put ‘en in this province has been 
the famous Baku fields of Russia is shown for acipal oil-beafi 

| 1908 and raises the question as to whether the about 1,200 feet, where the dolgrvcs- tore veartes yes) 

‘field h soa heat strata have been tapped. An improved boring 

eae HOPS ARCH Pte RE PPT. plant has enabled Jamal & Co. to pierce right 
The production for last year was 462,074,357 | through this and into what appears to be a dis- 
barrels as against 468,743,919 for 1907. tinct and yet richer supply.” 
Small Baku companies are now trying to head 
‘off a plan of their larger brethren to have a 
| joint agency of the Baku Industrial Association | 





Oil boom draws crowd of undesirables with 
black jacks and guns to Sour Lake, Texas. Safe 
Suspected crooks are 
caught and made to walk out of town. 


into a monopoly . 
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AGREE ON SHUT-DOWN TO BETTER MARKET 


Four months shut down on drilling oper- | 


From January Ist to April Ist it is roughly 


ations has practically been agreed to by mid-! estimated that some 1,500,000 barreis of stocks 


continent producers, beginning the forepart - 


April, 
Enormous supply of stock, low prices, un- | 
friendly legislation and bad outlook are the 


reasons given. 

Mid-continent Oil & Gas Producers’ Asso- 
ciation unanimously voted the shut down at 
a big meeting at Tulsa, Okla., last month. 
Pledges from a large majority of the producers 
in the field to live up to the agreement were 
given, and the rest are being obtained. The 
agreement will be effective when 80 per cent 
have signed. 

The action will keep.some 16,000,000 barrels 
of crude in the ground, the daily average of 
new production being estimated at about 13,- 
000 barrels. This means some $7,500,000, on 
the present market, that the producer foregoes. 

The last time a general shut down in a field 
was tried was in 1887 when producers in the 
Pennsylvania fields renewed their old war on 
the Standard and stopped not only drilling 
but a good part of their wells fer most of a 
year. Millions of dollars were lost to them by 
this action as many wells never came in again | 
nor came in so strong. 


FEARED TO CLOSE WELLS. 

Mid-continent producers would have order- 
ed shut down of wells, too, but for fear they 
would have been damaged and the loss to them 
run up the way it did for the Pennsylvania 
producer. 

Stocks in the mid-continent field are now 
estimated roughly at nearly 55,000,000 barrels, 
as follows, for January Ist: 

Prairie Oil & Gas Co.......38,959,233 
Gulf Pipe Line Co.......... 4,838,000 
The Texas Company........ 1,500,000 


Total pipe line stocks..... AS, 297 233 
In producers’ storage (est.).. 7,500,000 


ROE -BRDCEB 6000 caccsse 5208 233 














were run, at least, and these, together with 
Oklahoma crude stored in Texas by the Gulf 
and Texas companies, which storage is not 
contained in the above figures, will run the 
grand total nearly to 55,000,000 barrels of 
stocks. 

The total production of the mid-continent 
field in 1908 was 50,453,590 barrels as against 
52,475,516 barrels in 1907. The production for 
Texas, not in above figures, was 11,217,155 bar- 
rels for 1908 and 12,322,696 in 1907. The total 
estimated production for the United States 
for 1908 is 180,000,000 barrels as against 166,- 
095,335 barrels in 1907. 


PRICES DROP LOW. 


Prices have dropped 13 cents a barrel on 
mid-continent crude in the past two years and 
they were scheduled to go much lower, be- 
cause of the great over-production. The price 
of 41 cents a barrel now paid by the pipe lines 
of the Prairie company, is looked upon as 
fictitious. Producers credit this Standard 
subsidiary with a bit of philanthropy in keep- 
|ing it there. The Prairie, however, is not now 
running anywhere near its capacity because of 
the big stocks. Some estimate the  over- 
production in the field now as high as 50,000 
and 60,000 barrels a day. 

The Gulf Pipe Line Co. is handling about 
14,500 barrels a day for which it pays about 
35 cents, while the Texas handles about 15,000 
and gives from 25 to 30 cents a barrel for it. 


NO NEW STORAGE BUILT. 


None of the pipe line companies are erecting 
new storage. The Prairie Company is now 
taking equal amounts of oil from all producers 
in an effort to give every one a little bit of 
cash. 

In 1907, 54 cents a barrel was paid for 
Kansas and Indian Territory crude, but in the 
latter part of the year the price was dropped 
to 41 cents where it has — with the stocks 





daily increasing. This 41 cents is paid for the 
32 degree oil while only 28 cents is allowed 
for the heavier, according to the Standard’s 
market quotations; but these have not always 
obtained, as in the cases of the Gulf and Texas 
companies today. 


Just what effect the shut down will have on 
the price is problematical. At all events, the 
producers believe it will steady a sagging mar- 
ket and teach a lesson to the more avaricious 
ones not to try and pump the land dry in such 
a hurry. 


When the -producers of Pennsylvania or+ 
ganized the Producers’ Protective Association 
in 1887 to fight the Standard, the price had 
gone down to 54 cents a barrel to which it 
had dropped by degrees for many years from 
the $5 and more a barrel paid in the early 
days. The 54 cents was reached in July of 
that year. The general shut down went into 
effect in November. By December the price 
had gone back to 90 cents. But it didn’t stay 
there. During 1888, when the shut down was 
in effect the longest, the price reached an aver- 
age of 875% cents, and in 1889 went to 94%, 
and then declined. 


In 1887 the total production of the field was 
22,878,241 barrels, 4,000,000 barrels below the 
year before. In 1888 the production, by reason 
of the shut down, had dropped to 17,000,000 
barrels. In 1889 it came back to 22,000,000 and 
then went on up. But what went to defeat the 
producers’ efforts, in addition to Standard 
manipulation, was the rapid deevlopment of 
Ohio and other fields, so that though Pennsyl- 
vania produced 81 per cent of the country’s 
total product in 1887 and but 61 per cent the 
next year, in 1889, when the production went 
up again, its percentage only went up to 63. 
From this shut down, however, there came 
the Pure Oil Co. and a regular marketing ar- 
rangement for independent oil men that still 
obtains. 





Appeal Keeps Standard Safe in Missouri 


Missouri de- 
state’s Supreme 


Standard Oil will remain in 
spite ouster orders of that 
Court. , 

Independent oil men will not be given an 
opportunity, at least not for some time, to 
show how much better and cheaper they can 
serve the state. 

The Standard Oil Company of Indiana and 
the Republic Oil Company, have suspended 
the execution of the Missouri court’s order by 
filing bond for appeal to the United States 
Supreme Court. It may take a year or several 
years before final decision is rendered there. 

Statements of the officers of the Waters 
Pierce Oil Company that they will leave the 
Standard Oil Company, have been accepted by 
the Missouri court at their face value and a 
stay of the ouster has been entered in their 


case 
INDEPENDENTS ORGANIZE. 


When it appeared, in February, that the 
Standard and all its allied corporations would 
be thrown out of Missouri bag and baggage, 
independent oil men of the country, headed by 
the mid-continent refiners, organized the Na- 
tional Independent Oil Association at St. 
Louis. This body presented a memorial to 
Governor Hadley and Attorney General Major 
of Missouri asking the state to refuse the part- 
nership proposition of the Standard and give 
the independents a chance. The Association 
showed that the nineteen mid-continent re- 
finers alone produce 750,000 barrels of oil a 
month, while the most liberal estimate of the 
state’s requirements does not exceed this 
amount. 

Governor Hadley told the independents that 
he was well satisfied with their ability to sup- 
ply the state’s needs. 





OVERRULE MOTIONS. 


| 


Following the organization, to the 


presi- 


Overruling of the Standard’s and Republic’s | dency of which W. H. Babcock, of the Cres- 


motions for new trials, which motions con- 
tained the partnership offer, came March 9. 
At the same time the court accepted the $50,- 


000 fine paid by President Pierce of the Waters | 
Pierce Company, and also its protestations 
of righteous intent and dealing with the state | 


in the future. 
that the Waters Pierce Company be ousted 
also, as it had not complied with the court’s 
decree to divest itself of Standard control, but 
the court said it would take the word of the 
company for the time being. 

The fact remains, so far as any one outside 
knows, that the Standard still retains control 
of 60 per cent of the Waters Pierce stock and 
has refused to turn it over to the minority in- 
terests, headed by Pierce. In fact, it has been 
reported that the Standard would make a new 
partnership offer to the state by proffering 
that 60 per cent provided it was never given 
into Pierce’s control. Pierce tried to hold a 
rump stockholders’ meeting February 18, but 
the Standard refused to attend. If the Stand- 
ard doesn’t let go of this stock and the ouster 
continues, the Waters Pierce Company will 
have to move out, too. 


ORGANIZE AN ASSOCIATION 
FOR MID-CONTINENT OIL MEN 


To give formal head to the protest against 
Missouri’s accepting the Standard’s partner- 
ship offer, the National Independent Oil Asso- 
ciation was organized by mid-continent oil 
men at the Planters Hotel, St. Louis, February 
13. 








Attorney General Major asked | 





cent Oil & Supply Company, St. Louis, was 
chosen, the following committee was appoint- 
ed to call on Governor Hadley and Attorney 
General Major with resolutions of protest: 
Secretary C. D. Chamberlin, of the National 
Petroleum Association; H. A. Todd, of the 
Chelsea Oil Refining Company, Chelsea, 
Kans.; F. C. Bretsnyder, of the Bell Oil Com- 
pany, St. Louis, and A. R. Chappell, of the 
Chappell Oil & Grease Company, St. Louis. 


The officers of the National Independent 
Oil Association chosen, in addition to Presi- 
dent Johnson, are, F. C. Bretsnyder, Bell Oil 
Company, St. Louis, vice president; F. A. Par- 
sons, Kansas Co-operative Refining Company, 
Chanute, Kans., second vice president; W. 
White, Indian Refining Company, Cincinnati, 
third vice president; L. L. Marcell, Chanute 
Refining Company, Chanute, Kans., recording 
secretary, and A. R. Chappell, treasurer. 

About fifty oil men from the central west 
attended the organization meeting. 


HADLEY SCORES H. C.’PIERCE; 
CHARGES ATTEMPTED DEAL 


That the Pierce interests had proposed to 
the Standard Oil Company to conceal the lat- 
ter’s majority control in the Waters Pierce 
Company, for the purpose of evading the 
court’s order, was charged by Governor Had- 








ley and promptly confirmed by Frank Hager- — 


man, counsel for the Standard. 
Hagerman said the offer was made by At- 





(Continued on Page 23, Column 1.) 
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ASK OIL MAN TO 
DRAFT NEW BIL 


Pennsylvania House Committee Fa- 
vors Independents On 
Miners Oil Law 


The miner’s oil section of the Bituminous Mine 
Law Commission’s bill, now before the Pennsyl- 
vania legislature, that the house committee on 
mines and mining asked Secretary Chamberlin, 
of the National Petroleum Association, to write, 
has been forwarded to the committee. 

Secretary Chamberlin’s draft abolishes all ref- 
erence.to soot and smoke tests of oils, eliminates 





the limitation of oil in paraffine wax to 3 per 
cent, and fixes as the standards of the oils the 


standards accepted by the trade today. 
The draft was forwarded to Hon. Milton W. 


| would contain, in addition 


| heavier than 34 degrees gravity by Baimme’s hy- 
| drometer, made from Pennsylvania crude oil, and | 
| free from acids or other chemicals.” 


| 


BRANDS TO SHOW COMPOSITION. 

Mr. Chamberlin also amended the mine law 
| commission’s bill, so that the brand on the barrel 
to manufacturer’s 
|name and address, “the kind and quantity of 


‘each of the materials of which they (the oils) | 


| are composed,” instead of the percentage of soot 
and smoké, etc., as in the original measure. Also 
all violations are to be tried before. the courts 
| of the quarter sessions instead of courts of “com- 
| petent jurisdiction,” which former provision elim- 
inates justice shops. 
The mine law commission several months 
ago, after listening to an extensive argument by 
| Mr. Chamberlin, took out much objectionable mat- 
'ter from its first draft. : 
| In addressing the Pennsylvania house commit- 
| tee, on his new draft, Mr. Chamberlin wrote: 


| 
} 


| 


- | bill, and then turned it over to Mr, Anderson. 














Shreve, chairman of the house committee, March | 
30. He had requested the draft when Secretary | 
Chamberlin, H. H. Willock, of the Waverly Oil 
Works Company, and W. H. Fehsenfeld, of the 
Red “C” Oil Manufacturing Company, appeared 
before his committee at Harrisburg, March 16, | 
and protested against the mine law commission’s | 
sections on oil. 


THINK PROTESTS HEEDED. 

“Our protest seemed to be understood by Mr. 
Shreve, and he expressed himself as believing 
that we had the right view, and asked that our | 
ideas be put in the form of a draft of the sec- | 
tions,” said Secretary Chamberlin. “From his | 
attitude I have every hope that the oil men will | 
be properly protected.” 

Owing to the great opposition of coal opera- 
tors to the entire bill, it is not certain that the | 
bill will be permitted to come to a vote at the | 
present session. 

Secretary Chamberlin’s draft of the bill, re- 
ferring to tests, is: 

“Section 3.—All oils or materials for use in 
open lamps shall be non-explosive and free from 
odors and fumes deleterious to health, and shall | 
have a burning point not lower than 300 degrees 
by the Tagliabue tester, or some other instrument 
giving the same result, and must not contain less | 
than 60 per cent of refined cottonseed or winter | 
strained lard oil, or other vegetable or animal oil 
equal thereto in burning quality, and not to ex- 
ceed 40 per cent of refined petroleum. equal in | 
burning quality to a neutral oil of not less than 
300 degrees fire test by the Tagliabue tester or | 
other instrument giving the same result, and not 





Hadley Scores Pierce 
(Continued from Page 22, Column 3.) 
torney H. S. Priest, of the Waters Pierce Com- 
pany and that the Standard refused it. Hager- 
man declared that Priest wanted the Standard 
to turn its holdings over to Pierce with a se- | 


cret agreement with Pierce as to the conduct | 
of the business. | 


HADLEY SCORES PIERCE. ° 

In the statement in which he made the! 
charge against Henry Clay Pierce, president of 
the Waters Pierce Company, Governor Hadley | 
elected him to membership in the now swollen | 
Ananias club. He declared that the Pierce | 
crowd was using the same tactics to discredit | 
Attorney General Major’s efforts as they had | 
used against him when attorney general. | 

“The claim is also made by representatives | 
of the Waters Pierce Oil Company,” said Gov- 
ernor Hadley, “that in my argument before the | 
Supreme Court I denounced H. Clay Pierce 
and spoke in approval of John D. Archbold. | 
This statement is only partly true. I not only 
denounced H. Clay Pierce in my argument 
before the court, but also in my argument 
before the commissioner; and, in fact, on a/| 
number of other occasions during the progress | 
of the case when he failed to keep the agree-_ 
ments he had made and that his attorneys had 
made for him to appear and testify. 

‘The only comment I made upon Mr. Arch- | 
bold was that his testimony was frankly -given | 
and substantially correct, a comment which, 
unfortunately, I was not able to make upon the | 
testimony of Mr. Pierce.” 
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maké.a mincr’s neutral entirely of petroleum, 
a 

| as refined cottenseed oil, but that the manyfac- 
ture thereof is 
known commercially. as minefs’ neutral. 
“élirred to me also that in many of.the passage- | 
ways of the mines, where lights are not frequent, | 


“Many refiners assure me of their ability tq 


hich will give the same results. as to burning 








INTRODUCE ACT 




















| Missouri Oil Men Want Anti-Disclosure 
Bill Made Law 























The anti-disclosure act—to bar railroad em- 
| ployes and the roads themselves from giving in- 
formation to one shipper of a competitor’s ship- 
ments—has been introduced in the Missouri legis- 
lature by Hon. C. V. Anderson, a member of the 
house of representatives. 

The bill is the one that the National Petroleum 
Association has been seeking to have made a 
law all over the country. W.-H; Babcock, presi- 
dent of the National Independent Oil Associa- 
tion of St. Louis, wrote Secretary Chamberlin 
of the former association, for his draft of the 





A. T. KRUSE IS KILLED 





than what is 


more expensive : 
t oc- 


and where it is desirable that the flame be large, 
where ventilation is good, the current of air 
continuous, that the miners should be permitted 
1o use as a matter of economy, an oil less expen- 
sive, and of greater candle power. The impor- 
tant thing, however, as I urged before your com- 
mittee, is the application of the principle of pure 


food and pure drug laws,- that misrepresenta- | 


tion and fraud be provided against.” 

By fixing the tests in the law itself, Secretary 
Chamberlin overcomes the unconstitutionality of 
the mine law commission’s bill, which delegated 


_to the mining commission the manner of, and, 
| substantially, the tests themselves, 

























|General Manager Of Big Barrel Com- 
pany Fatally Injured 





Alfred T. Kruse, vice-president and general 
superintendent of The American Steel Package 
| Co., Defiance, O., died a few hours after receiv- 
|ing injuries in the explosion of a gas meter at 
|his plant, February 18. Two other men also 
| were injured. 
Mr. Kruse, although but 35 years of age, was 
| the man to whom credit is really due for making 
| steel barrels a practical proposition to the oil 
| trade. By his mvention of the barrel and special 
'machinery for turning it out, for his company, 
| they were able to greatly reduce the former price 
of barrels ahd yet put out a much better article. 


| West. 


| Mr. Kruse had a reputation as a mechanical 
| genius. He was born in Toledo and learned the 
machinist’s trade when a youth. At 19 years of 
age he was foreman of a big car wheel shop in 


JAP SEEKS IDEAS 





Visits American Plants In Search Of ' Toledo. A short time later he came to Cleveland 


Pointers | superintendent of a machine company. While in 
/Cleveland he studied at Case School of Applied 
The oil business in Japan is not in the most | Science and then became general manager of the 


flourishing condition, because of the small local Lodi Steel Box Co. and six years ago assumed 





| production and the cost of importation, accord- | his position with the American Steel Package Co, 
‘ing to Uhichi Sugi of the Nippon Oil Co., who | when that concern took over the Lodi business. 
|on behalf of his own company and the Japanese | Mr. Kruse will be succeeded in the American’s 


government, is visiting the oil trade in this | offices by his younger brother, A. M. Kruse, who 
country. He seeks ideas that may be of value | has been superintendent for some years. 
back home. | The accident that caused Mr. Kruse’s death is 
Mr. Sugi has traveled through the South and | not accounted for. He was making tests of the 
East pretty extensively and stopped in Cleve- | amount of gas used by the welders, with a gas 
land the latter part of February, on his way | meter. As he was bending over to read the dial 
'the meter exploded. His injuries were attended 
Mr. Sugi’s company bought out the Standard | to in the hospital but he died a few hours later. 
Oil plants, all of them in Japan he says, last! As showing the respect in which Mr. Kruse was 
June, so that the only business the Standard | held, is the fact that more than four hundred 
has in his country now is from imports of its | workmen were in the funeral cortege, together 
refined products. |with Knights Templars, Shriners, K. of P.’s and 
There are three large companies refining oil | Elks. 


in Japan now. The largest is at Yokahama and | 
WILLOCK AIDS CUPID 


has a capacity of 3,000 barrels a day while the | 
Nippon at Kashiwazaki, Echigo, has a capacity 

How To Avoid Trouble When 
Eloping In An Auto 





of 1,800 barrels a day. There are a large 
number, almost infinite number, of small com- | 
panies whose stills run to 5 and 6 barrels and Tells 
less. 
The. Nippon refinery is operated by S. Takano, | 
who graduated from Case School of Applied | is ; . 
Sciences, Cleveland, O., nine years ago. The, Giving Cupid a helping hand by making the 
Nippon makes its own acids but imports its | engines of his auto run more smoothly, is what 
alkali because sodas are expensive in Japan. |H. H. Willock, manager of the Waverly Oil 
There are about 2,000,000 barrels of crude | Works Company, of Pittsburg, Pa., is up to. 
produced in the country yearly which is refined; To those in love and those not in love, but 
to products of the following-gravities, by Baume for whom there is hope, Mr, Willock is send- 
scale, 15 to 18 degrees, 30 degrees, 35 and 40 ing am artistic booklet of sage advice, which 
to 45 degrees. This product is protected by a/one gathers after running through a little love 
5 cent a gallon duty on imports. No fire test | tale of “Cupid and The Cops.” The words of 
is adhered to, although a law was made many| wisdom are at the climax of the harrowing 
years ago requiring 130 degrees fire test. This, | accidents to Cupid. Had he not encountered, 
Mr. Sugi says, has not been enforced for ten|and overcome them, by reason of Mr. Wil- 
years or more as the government realizes that | lock’s oil, there would have been no story. 
the business itself requires oils to be safe. Fortunately he did, for the story is worth 
Mr. Sugi says the government does not sub-| reading. The advice, of course, if followed 








sidize the refineries but that it does everything | by future auto lovers, and lovers of autos, will 


else to encourage the production and exploitation’ make the engines run smogthly and cause 
of oil. events to happen as they should. 
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ESTABLISHED 1882 


The Fred G. Clark Company 


Cleveland, Ohio, U. S. A. 





Refiners and Wholesale Distributors of 


Petroleum Products and Heavy Chemicals 














H-M and L-M Bright Cylinder Stocks 
Light and Dark Filtered Stocks 
Steam Refined Stocks 

600 Fire 

650 Fire 

600 Flash 

630 Flash 
Red and Pale Paraffine Oil 
Red and Pale Viscous Neutrals 








Refined and Crude Scale Paraffine 
Wax 
74% and 78% Caustic Soda 
Light and Dense Soda Ash 
Ground Caustic 
Silicate of Soda 
Bleaching Powder 
Bone Black 
Fuller’s Earth 











We Sell Exclusively to the Jobbing Trade 





